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Senate Body Flags Rs 44 Billion Cost Escalation
in Balochistan Dams, Population Impact

By Our Correspondent:

Expressing serious reservations
over the Panjgur and Gish Kaur
Storage Dam projects, the Senate
Sub-Committee on Less Devel-
oped Areas has warned that
blocking main rivers could dis-
place entire populations and
cause massive wastage of na-
tional wealth due to cost over-
runs.

Convener Senator Jan
Muhammad Buledi, who chaired
the meeting at Old PIPS Hall, Par-
liament Lodges, Islamabad, said
the cost of Panjgur Dam has
jumped from Rs 18 billion to Rs
23 billion, while Gish Kaur Dam
cost has skyrocketed from Rs 11
billion to Rs 44 billion.

Buledi said Panjgur Dam
could affect the entire population
of Panjgur district by blocking its
main river and damaging tradi-
tional Karez system, while Gish
Kaur Dam does not justify its cost
against its benefits. He directed
authorities to conduct a fresh re-
view of both projects and submit
comprehensive reports from
SUPARCO and WAPDA in the
next meeting.

The strong remarks came
during a detailed briefing on the
Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-Balochistan
Package.The Planning Commis-
sion informed the committee that

Election Petition Against MPA
Zarak KhanMandokhail

Admitted for Hearing

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) asks
its workers to ‘be prepared’

it is working on 138 projects – 131
ongoing and 7 new – with an ap-
proved cost of Rs 1984.3 billion.
Rs 193 billion has been allocated
for Balochistan in the current fi-
nancial year.The Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources said 18 water sec-
tor projects have been approved
– 13 executed by the Balochistan
government and 5 by WAPDA.
Their total cost is Rs 369.3 billion

with Rs 16.9 billion allocated this
year. 51 water projects have been
completed in Balochistan since
2010.Officials said Mangi Dam is
80% complete and its water will
be used for drinking purposes.

13 under-construction dams
were also reviewed, including
Garuk, Awaran, Panjgur, Winder,
Shahranik and Gish Kaur dams.
The Irrigation Department said

law and order issues are delaying
completion and extensions will be
needed.On road infrastructure,
NHA officials said out of 54 road
projects, 36 are being executed by
the Balochistan government and
52% of total funds have been al-
located for the province. The
Prime Minister has directed to
complete Karachi to Chaman
Highway on priority.

Balochistan Govt Announces Action Against Three Journalists Over
Alleged Fake News Against CM House

News Desk:

Media Adviser to the
Balochistan Government,
Shahid Rind, held a press con-
ference at the Quetta Press
Club regarding  news reports
against the CM House.

Addressing the press con-
ference, Shahid Rind said that
the spread of fake news has
become a major challenge for
us.

He said that fake news is
being spread on WhatsApp,
Facebook and other social
media platforms, adding that
the spread of fake news
through WhatsApp is also a big
challenge for us.

Chinese Minister of International Department Calls on COAS &
CDF Field Marshal Asim Munir

Senate Body Flags Rs 44 Billion Cost Escalation in Balochistan Dams

NEWS DESK:

H.E. Mr Liu Haixing, Minister
of the International Depart-
ment of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee
(IDCPC), called on Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
HJ, Chief of Army Staff and
Chief of Defence Forces
(COAS & CDF), at General
Headquarters (GHQ),
Rawalpindi.

During the meeting, both
sides discussed matters of
mutual interest, evolving re-
gional and international secu-
rity dynamics and bilateral re-
lations. They expressed their
shared resolve to further
strengthen the all-weather
strategic cooperative partner-
ship between Pakistan and
China.

COAS & CDF highlighted
the historic and time-tested
bonds between the two coun-
tries and emphasised the im-
portance of sustained high-
level engagement, stronger in-
stitutional linkages and ex-
panded cooperation across ar-

QUETTA:

The election petition challeng-
ing the validity of candidature
of MPA Zarak Khan

Mandokhail from PB-42
Quetta-V has been admitted
for regular hearing.

The Tribunal today, on
02.11.2026, admitted the peti-
tion filed by Shukur Ullah
against the returned candidate

eas of mutual interest.
The visiting dignitary ap-

preciated Pakistan’s contribu-

tions to regional peace and sta-
bility and expressed confi-
dence in further advancing the

longstanding strategic partner-
ship between Pakistan and
China.

Zarak Khan Mandokhail.
Admitting the petition, the

Tribunal issued notice to re-
spondent Zarak Khan
Mandokhail through the Sec-
retary, Provincial Assembly of

Balochistan.
Notices were also issued

to the learned Advocate Gen-
eral, Balochistan and the
learned Additional Attorney
General, Pakistan for next date
of hearing.

The Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister said that the
government has the right to
take legal action against fake
news. There is law in the coun-
try and the law will take its own
course against those who vio-
late it.

Shahid Rind announced
that action has been initiated
against three journalists of
Balochistan for allegedly
broadcasting false news.

He said that action has
been initiated against Agha
Obaid, Sana Achakzai and
Maqbool Jafar, and cases have
been registered against all
three through the National
Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA).Photo of Media Adviser to the Balochistan Government, Shahid Rind
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Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
of 23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
lights the urgency of
collective international
action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded
by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-

tion, weak policy
implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively. Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive
greenhouse gas emis-
sions have intensified
heat retention in the
atmosphere.

Gases such as
carbon dioxide, meth-
ane, and nitrous oxide
have thickened the at-
mospheric blanket,
largely due to defores-
tation, fossil fuel con-
sumption, and rapid in-
dustrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences
of climate change is
rising global tempera-
tures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Ser-
vice reported that av-
erage global tempera-
tures in 2024 exceeded
pre-industrial levels by
1.52°C. This warming
has intensified
heatwaves, prolonged
droughts, and in-
creased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems,
leading to irregular
rainfall, intense
storms, and stronger
hurricanes.

Another major

consequence is sea-
level rise. Oceans ab-
sorb nearly 90 percent
of excess heat caused
by greenhouse gas
emissions, leading to
thermal expansion. Si-
multaneously, melting
glaciers and ice sheets
contribute to rising sea
levels.

According to En-
cyclopedia Britannica,
global sea levels have

risen by approximately
21 to 25 centimeters
since 1880, threaten-
ing coastal livelihoods
and infrastructure.

Climate change
has also intensified
water scarcity, a
growing global con-
cern. Pakistan is al-
ready a water-
stressed country, and
climate variability has
further exacerbated

this challenge.
A report by the

Pakistan Institute of
Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions.

Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and

food security.
Despite contribut-

ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The
Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-

mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
mains essential to limit

future warming
through reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.For Pakistan,
effective climate gov-
ernance is central to
resilience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-
tion, improving fed-
eral–provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical
steps.Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un-
just price for a crisis it
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud19@gmail.com.

MDCAT Registrations Decline, has the MBBS Dream
Lost Its Shine in Pakistan?

Syed
Muhammad Yaseen

For decades, becoming
a doctor in Pakistan has
been viewed as one of
the most prestigious and
desirable career choices.
Thousands of students
and families have tradi-
tionally spent years pre-
paring for the MDCAT,
often treating admission
to an MBBS programme
as the ultimate measure
of academic success.

The MDCAT pic-
ture appears to be
changing.

Official figures indi-
cate a noticeable con-
traction in the MDCAT
candidate and registra-
tion pool.  In 2022,
204,253 candidates ap-
peared in the MDCAT,
followed by 180,534 in
2023. In 2024, PM&DC
reported 167,772 regis-
trations, while the num-
ber fell to 140,071 regis-
trations in 2025.

These figures re-
quire an important quali-
fication. The 2022 and
2023 figures refer to can-
didates who appeared in
the examination,
whereas the 2024 and
2025 figures refer to reg-
istrations. Therefore,
they should not be
treated as a perfectly
comparable year-by-
year series.

The clearest recent
comparison is between
2024 and 2025. Registra-
tions declined by 27,701,
or approximately 16.5
percent.

The early picture
for 2026 also deserves
attention, but with cau-
tion. According to a Na-
tional Assembly briefing
on July 10, approxi-

mately 135,000 students
had registered for
MDCAT 2026 at that
point.

However, registra-
tion was restarted for
some days as it got de-
layed till 20 September.
It should therefore not
be presented as a con-
firmed 2026 decline.

The more interest-
ing question is not sim-
ply whether MDCAT
numbers are falling. It is
why?

One obvious factor
is the rising cost of medi-
cal  education. For stu-

dents unable to secure
public-sector seats, pri-
vate medical colleges
can represent a major fi-
nancial commitment.
Families are increasingly
evaluating medicine not
only through the lens of
prestige, but also
through affordability,
career progression and
financial return.

At the same time,
students today have far
more career options.
Technology, artificial in-
telligence, software de-
velopment, business, fi-
nance and other profes-

sional fields have be-
come increasingly attrac-
tive.

It would be prema-
ture, however, to claim
that these sectors are
directly responsible for
the MDCAT decline
without comprehensive
national research.

Another concern is
the uncertainty sur-
rounding the medical
education pathway it-
self. Students face a
long journey from
MDCAT preparation to
MBBS, house job, post-
graduate training and

eventual specialization.
Limited postgraduate
opportunities, demand-
ing working conditions
and uncertainty about
career progression can
influence how families
assess the profession.

The emergence of
vacant seats in some pri-
vate medical colleges is
particularly significant.
Reports of unfil led
MBBS seats in prov-
inces such as Sindh and
Punjab suggest that the
traditional situation—
where demand over-
whelmingly exceeded

available seats—is
changing in parts of the
private sector.

But vacant seats
should not automatically
be interpreted as evi-
dence that students no
longer want to become
doctors.

High tuition fees,
admission rules, stu-
dents declining offers
and other factors can
also contribute. In fact,
a court  record from
Sindh highlighted the
role of expensive private-
college fees in difficul-
ties filling certain seats.

This distinction is
important because the
solution should not sim-
ply be to lower admis-
sion standards when-
ever seats remain vacant.

Pakistan certainly
needs doctors. Large
parts of the country
continue to face
healthcare shortages,
particularly outside ma-
jor urban centres. But
increasing the number of
medical graduates alone
cannot solve these prob-
lems.

The country needs
a medical education

system that offers qual-
ity training, adequate
clinical exposure, afford-
able education, trans-
parent admissions and a
credible postgraduate
career pathway.

P o l i c y m a k e r s
should therefore inves-
tigate the reasons be-
hind the changing
MDCAT trend through
a nationwide study of
applicants and eligible
students. How many re-
ject private medical seats
because of fees? How
many choose foreign
universities? How many
switch to other profes-
sions? How many are
discouraged by post-
graduate uncertainty?

Until these ques-
tions are properly an-
swered,  conclusions
about a “collapse” of
medical education de-
mand would be prema-
ture.

The falling MDCAT
numbers should instead
be viewed as a warning
signal. Pakistan may not
be losing interest in
medicine; rather, stu-
dents may be becoming
more selective about the
price they are willing to
pay for a medical career.

The answer is not to
force more students into
MBBS.

It is to make medi-
cine a profession that
students choose be-
cause it offers quality
education, professional
dignity,  financial
sustainability and a clear
future.

Pakistan does not
simply need more doc-
tors. It needs a medical
education system that
future doctors can be-
lieve in.
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Pakistan’s Emerging Role in Global Diplomacy and Conflict
Resolution Highlighted at Provincial Conference in Quetta

Provincial Ombudsman
Holds Open Court in Loralai to

Address Public Grievances

WEXNET 2026 Business Exhibition Concludes Successfully in
Quetta, Showcasing Women Entrepreneurs and Local Products

Clerical Staff Play Vital Role in Improving Public Service Delivery:
Balochistan Adviser Naseem-ur-Rehman Malakhail

Balochistan Chief Secretary Directs Deputy Commissioners to
Accelerate Development Projects and Improve Public Service Delivery

Balochistan Celebrates Centenary of
Renowned Balochi Poet and Scholar
Syed Zahoor Shah Hashmi in Quetta

QUETTA: The two-day
business exhibit ion,
WEXNET, organized by
the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) in collaboration
with the Government of
Balochistan, Quetta Dis-
trict Administration, and
the Balochistan Board of
Investment, concluded
successfully in Quetta.

The exhibition wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from women
entrepreneurs, industri-
alists, skilled women,
and representatives of
various sectors from
across Pakistan.

More than 100 stalls
were established at the
exhibition, showcasing
women-led businesses,
handicrafts, locally pro-
duced goods, traditional
skills, commercial prod-
ucts, and items from vari-
ous industries.

The event provided
women entrepreneurs
with valuable opportuni-
ties to showcase their
business potential, pro-
mote their products, es-

tablish commercial con-
nections, and explore
new business opportu-
nities.

Representatives of
the federal and provin-
cial governments, offi-
cials from relevant de-
partments,  business
leaders, and other dis-
tinguished guests at-
tended the exhibition.
Visitors expressed keen
interest in the displayed
products and appreci-
ated the creativity, hard
work, and entrepreneur-
ial skills of participating
women.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah
Badini conducted a de-
tailed visit to the exhibi-
tion and inspected all the
stalls. He interacted with
women entrepreneurs
and exhibitors, learning
about their products,
business activities, and
challenges.

Appreciating the
efforts and entrepre-
neurial spirit of women,
the deputy commis-
sioner said providing
women with greater op-
portunities to participate

in economic activities
was essential.

He noted that exhi-
bitions of this nature en-
able women to demon-
strate their capabilities,
expand their businesses,
and play an effective
role in strengthening the
national economy.

The deputy com-
missioner also reviewed
different sections of the
exhibition and inspected
administrative arrange-
ments and facilities pro-
vided to participants.

Throughout the
event, the Quetta District

Administration ensured
continuous monitoring
and effective administra-
tive arrangements. Secu-
rity, traffic management,
logistical support, and
other essential arrange-
ments were carried out in
coordination with the
district administration to
provide a safe and con-
ducive environment for
participants, guests, and
exhibitors.

The exhibition pro-
ceeded smoothly and
concluded successfully
due to continuous ad-
ministrative supervi-
sion,  coordination
among relevant institu-
tions, and an integrated
management strategy.

The successful
conclusion of WEXNET
marks an important step
towards women's eco-
nomic empowerment,
promoting women-led
enterprises, highlighting
locally manufactured
products, and strength-
ening business and
trade linkages at the na-
tional level.

QUETTA: Provincial Ad-
viser for Environment
and Climate Change,
Naseem-u r -Rehman
Khan Malakhail, has said
that clerical staff play a
fundamental role in en-
suring the effective func-
tioning of government
institutions and improv-
ing public service deliv-
ery.

He said clerks are an
integral part of the gov-
ernment system, making
valuable contributions
to office administration,
record management, and
the smooth handling of
official and administra-
tive affairs.

He expressed these
views while addressing
an oath-taking ceremony
organized by the All Pa-
kistan Clerks Associa-
tion (APCA),
Balochistan, where he
attended as the chief
guest.

The ceremony was
attended by Secretary
Environment Noor
Ahmed Perkani, Director
General Environment
Zahoor Ahmed Baloch,
provincial office-bearers

LORALAI: The Provin-
cial  Ombudsman of
Balochistan organized
an open court at the Dis-
trict Council Hall in
Loralai to hear public
complaints and address
issues related to various
government depart-
ments.

The major issues
raised by citizens in-
cluded the shortage of
clean drinking water,
electricity load-shed-
ding, inadequate
healthcare facilities, clo-
sure of government
schools, lack of basic
facilities in educational

institutions, shortages
of medicines at Basic
Health Centres (BHQs/
BHUs), poor road infra-
structure, sanitation
problems, inadequate
drainage systems, and
other public service is-
sues.

Participants ex-
pressed concern that the
lack of basic facilities in
several areas was caus-
ing serious hardships
for residents.

They also pointed
out that delays in resolv-
ing complaints against
government depart-
ments were further ag-
gravating public diffi-
culties.

Addressing the
gathering, Regional Di-
rector Abdul Ghaffar
Mian Khel said govern-
ment officers and em-
ployees were public ser-

vants and must perform
their duties with a spirit
of service rather than
treating themselves as
rulers over the people.

He emphasized that
resolving public griev-
ances at people's door-
steps was a fundamen-
tal responsibility of the

government and its insti-
tutions.

He directed officials
of the concerned depart-
ments to ensure that
complaints received dur-
ing the open court were
not confined to paper-
work but were ad-
dressed through practi-
cal measures to provide
timely relief to citizens.

He made it clear that
negligence and unnec-
essary delays in resolv-
ing public complaints
would not be tolerated.

The Regional Direc-
tor further explained that
the institution of the
Provincial Ombudsman
had been established to
provide effective
redressal to cit izens
against negligence, inef-
ficiency, and unneces-
sary delays by govern-
ment departments.

Deputy Commissioner Reviews
First-Day Performance of

Ongoing Polio Campaign in
Sibi, Directs Same-Day Coverage

of Zero-Dose Children

QUETTA: Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan has said that
the provincial govern-
ment is continuously
working within available
resources to promote
public welfare, ensure
the provision of basic
facilities, and improve
the overall living stan-
dards of people across
the province.

He emphasized that
government officers
must consider resolving
public issues their per-
sonal responsibility, per-
form their duties with
transparency and ac-
countability, and ensure
that the benefits of gov-
ernment initiatives reach

people at the district
level.

He said develop-
ment, the availability of
essential commodities
at affordable prices, and
the timely resolution of
public complaints were
among the provincial
government's top priori-
ties.

He expressed these
views while addressing
a conference of Deputy
Commissioners, where
participants held a de-

tailed review of develop-
ment projects, monitor-
ing of food prices, repa-
triation of illegally resid-
ing foreign nationals, or-
ganization of open
courts, and sanitation
conditions in local coun-
cils, along with other
public welfare matters.

During the briefing,
the meeting was in-
formed that the Monitor-
ing and Evaluation Sec-
tion had inspected 2,632
out of a total of 2,935 de-

velopment projects
across the province. Ap-
proximately 90 percent
of the inspected
projects had been com-
pleted.

The meeting was
also informed that a to-
tal of 4,063 projects had
been approved under all
three phases of the
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI), of which 2,181
projects were at various
stages of completion.

Directing the con-
cerned authorities to ac-
celerate ongoing devel-
opment work, Chief Sec-
retary Shakeel Qadir
Khan stressed that all
projects must be com-
pleted within their stipu-
lated timelines and in ac-
cordance with pre-
scribed quality stan-
dards.

He said the timely
completion of develop-
ment schemes was es-
sential for improving
public facilities and sup-
porting the province's
economic and social de-
velopment.

Regarding public
grievance redressal, the
meeting.

QUETTA: The Director-
ate of Culture, Govern-
ment of Balochistan, or-
ganized a prestigious lit-
erary ceremony at the
Noori Naseer Khan Cul-
tural Complex, Spini
Road, Quetta, to com-
memorate the 100th birth
anniversary (Centenary
Celebration) of re-
nowned Balochi poet,
writer, and scholar Syed
Zahoor Shah Hashmi.

nent literary figures, po-
ets, researchers, schol-
ars, and a large number
of literature enthusiasts
from across Balochistan.

Addressing the
gathering, speakers paid
rich tribute to Syed
Zahoor Shah Hashmi for
his invaluable contribu-
tions to the Balochi lan-
guage, lexicography, lit-
erature, and intellectual
heritage.

tive responsibility.
They also under-

scored the importance of
literary gatherings, intel-
lectual dialogue, and
poetry sessions in pro-
moting Balochi litera-
ture, cultural awareness,
and linguistic heritage.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony, guests
and participants highly
appreciated the Direc-
torate of Culture, Gov-

SIBI: An evening review
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Sibi, Major (Retd.) Ilyas
Kabzai, to assess the
first-day performance of
the ongoing anti-polio
vaccination campaign in
the district.

The meeting was
attended by officials

The participants re-
viewed household tar-
gets, non-available (NA)
cases, refusals, missed
children, zero-dose chil-
dren, team performance,
and vaccination cover-
age.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Major (Retd.) Ilyas
Kabzai directed the con-

QUETTA: A provincial
conference ti t led
“Pakistan’s Emerging
Role in Global Mediation,
Strategic Diplomacy,
Conflict Resolution, and
Promotion of Economic
Activities in the Post-
Maarka-e-Haq Era” was
held at Governor House
Quetta,  bringing to-
gether prominent politi-
cal leaders, diplomats,
academics, religious
scholars, and develop-
ment experts.

The conference fo-
cused on Pakistan’s
evolving role in global
d i p l o m a c y ,
peacebuilding, conflict
resolution, regional sta-
bility, and the promotion
of economic coopera-
tion. Speakers presented
insightful research pa-
pers highlighting
Pakistan’s growing dip-
lomatic engagement and
its potential to contrib-
ute to peaceful conflict
resolution and regional
economic development.

The event was orga-
nized by the Interna-

tional Research Council
for Religious Affairs
(IRCRA) with financial
support from the Paki-
stan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF) and in col-
laboration with the Cen-
tre of Excellence on
Countering Violent Ex-
tremism (CoE-CVE),
Balochistan.

G o v e r n o r
Balochistan, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, attended
the conference as the
chief guest.

Prominent guests
of honour included

PPAF Chief Executive
Officer Nadir Gul Barech;
IRCRA President
Muhammad Israr
Madani; former senator
and federal minister Bar-
rister Dr. Muhammad Ali
Saif, who also serves as
IRCRA’s Senior Adviser
on Regional Security
and Stability; Adviser to
the Chief Minister Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi;
Associate Professor at
the Department of Politi-
cal Science, University
of Peshawar, Dr. Amir
Raza; Balochistan Rural

Support Programme
(BRSP) Chief Executive
Officer Dr. Tahir Rashid;
CoE-CVE Chief Coordi-
nation Officer Dost
Muhammad Barech;
CPD Chief Executive Of-
ficer Dr.  Nasrullah
Barech; Father Simon
Bahir of Quetta Method-
ist Church; and Sikh re-
ligious leader Sardar
Jaspeer Singh.

During the confer-
ence, distinguished
speakers shared their
perspectives on
Pakistan’s diplomatic ini-

tiatives, interfaith har-
mony, regional security,
peaceful conflict resolu-
tion, and opportunities
to strengthen
peacebuilding and eco-
nomic cooperation.

The gathering un-
derscored the impor-
tance of strategic diplo-
macy, inclusive dia-
logue,  religious har-
mony, and regional part-
nerships in addressing
emerging challenges
and promoting sustain-
able peace and economic
development.

of the Al l  Pakistan
Clerks Association,
members of the newly
elected Environment
Unit cabinet, and other
government officers and
employees.

Congratulating the
newly elected office-
bearers, Malakhail said
the real strength of any
organization l ies in
unity, discipline, and
collective efforts.

He expressed hope
that the newly elected
cabinet would play a
constructive and posi-
tive role in promoting
employees' welfare, re-
solving their legitimate
grievances, and protect-
ing their rights.

The provincial ad-

viser said government
employees were the
backbone of the public
service delivery system.
Recognizing their pro-
fessional abilities, hard
work, and sense of re-
sponsibility,

while providing
them with a conducive
working environment,
was essential.

He also urged gov-
ernment employees to
perform their duties with
honesty,  dedication,
commitment,  and a
strong sense of respon-
sibility to ensure better
services for the public.

Malakhail further
stated that the Govern-
ment of Balochistan was
taking various measures

to improve public insti-
tutions, introduce ad-
ministrative reforms, and
enhance the quality of
public services. He em-
phasized that the coop-
eration of government
employees was crucial
to achieving these ob-
jectives.

He expressed confi-
dence that the new lead-
ership of the All Pakistan
Clerks Association
would effectively high-
light employees' issues
at relevant forums while
contributing to institu-
tional improvement and
strengthening the spirit
of public service.

At the conclusion
of the ceremony, Provin-
cial Adviser for Environ-

ment and Climate
Change Naseem-ur-
Rehman Khan Malakhail
administered the oath of
office to the newly
elected office-bearers.

On the occasion,
the newly elected presi-
dent presented a charter
of demands outlining
various issues and con-
cerns of the employees.

Taking notice of the
demands, the provincial
adviser issued on-the-
spot directives to the rel-
evant authorities to ini-
tiate immediate action on
some of the requests. He
also assured the asso-
ciation that the remain-
ing demands would be
addressed through the
relevant forums.

The open court was
chaired by Abdul
Ghaffar Mian Khel, Re-
gional Director of the
Provincial Ombudsman
Balochistan. Assistant
Commissioner Loralai
Ahmed Zaib Kakar, DSB
Karim Mandokhail, and
officers and heads of
various government de-
partments also attended
the session.

A large number of
representatives from po-
litical parties, the traders'
association, social activ-
ists, tribal leaders, local
elders, citizens, and jour-
nalists participated in
the event.

During the session,
residents directly pre-
sented their complaints
and concerns to the Re-
gional Director and rel-
evant government offi-
cials.

The ceremony was
presided over by Dr.
Abdul Malik Baloch and
featured special literary
sessions under the
theme “Dialogue and
Poetry Gathering.”

The event was at-
tended by Director of
Culture Dr. Dawood
Tareen, the Director
General of Khana-e-
Farhang Iran, Member of
the Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Madam Kulsoom
Nawaz, along with promi-

They highlighted
his outstanding role in
promoting and preserv-
ing the Balochi lan-
guage, emphasizing that
his literary contribu-
tions remain an impor-
tant part  of
Balochistan's cultural
and intellectual identity.

The speakers
stressed that preserving
his literary legacy and
introducing his remark-
able work to younger
generations was a collec-

ernment of Balochistan,
for organizing the suc-
cessful literary event
and paying tribute to
one of the most influen-
tial figures in Balochi lit-
erary history.

The centenary cel-
ebration served as an im-
portant occasion to rec-
ognize Syed Zahoor
Shah Hashmi's enduring
legacy and renew efforts
to preserve and promote
the Balochi language
and literature.

lio was a shared national
responsibility and that
there was no room for
negligence or careless-
ness in fulfilling this im-
portant duty.

He directed all con-
cerned officers and
monitoring teams to
continuously supervise
vaccination teams in the
field, ensure data accu-

cerned officials to en-
sure that all zero-dose
children were covered
on the same day without
exception.

He instructed vacci-
nators to remain present
in their assigned areas
and conduct door-to-
door visits to ensure that
every eligible child was
reached and vaccinated.

The deputy com-
missioner said the com-
plete eradication of po-

racy, and review cam-
paign progress on a daily
basis. He emphasized
that effective monitoring
and timely corrective
measures were essential
to achieving the pre-
scribed targets and en-
suring a high-quality
and successful vaccina-
tion campaign. The
deputy commissioner
also urged officials from
the Health Department,
WHO, ISD, AKU.

from the Health Depart-
ment, World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), ISD,
Aga Khan University
(AKU), monitoring
teams, Union Council
Medical Officers
(UCMOs), and area in-
charges. During the
meeting, all UCMOs pre-
sented detailed brief-
ings on the progress of
the polio campaign in
their respective union
councils.
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Kabul warned of ‘unbearable punishment’ as
clashes persist along border

NEWS DESK:Pakistani
and Afghan border
forces exchanged fire at
several points along
their border on Sunday,
as the military warned
that the Afghan Taliban
would not be able to
withstand the “punish-
ment” Islamabad could
inflict if Kabul failed to
rein in terrorists.

The fresh clashes
temporarily shut down
the busy Torkham bor-
der crossing over a dis-
puted check post and
killed one civilian in mor-
tar shelling near the
Angoor Adda crossing.

The situation un-
folded as Washington
validated Pakistan’s
concerns regarding
cross-border terrorist
attacks originating from
Afghanistan and sig-
nalled openness to play-
ing a productive role in
easing tensions.

The situation at the
Torkham cro-ssing
stabilised after a nearly
five-hour closure caused
by an hou-rlong ex-
change of light-arms
fire.

It reopened only af-
ter border officials from
both countries agreed
through intermediaries
to halt all construction
near the border. How-
ever, tensions remained
high in the Angoor Adda

Police set up eight pickets for PAF
base security in Rawalpindi

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) asks
its workers to ‘be prepared’

LHC seeks report from Punjab Home
Department on extended detention

of Imran's sisters

Pakistan outperforms Vietnam
in rice exports

Lahore's air quality index crosses 530 as
pollution reaches hazardous levels

NEWS DESK:Air pollu-
tion in Lahore reached
hazardous levels on
Monday, with the Air
Quality Index (AQI)
crossing 530 and fine
particulate matter
(PM2.5) concentrations
climbing to 343 micro-
grams per cubic metre.
Several other cities in
Punjab also recorded ex-
tremely high pollution
levels, according to air
quality monitoring plat-
form IQAir.

At 8am, IQAir re-
corded an AQI of 535 in
Lahore, placing the city
in the hazardous cat-
egory. PM2.5 concentra-
tion, referring to tiny
particles that can pen-
etrate deep into the
lungs and enter the
bloodstream, stood at
343µg/m³.

Air quality had al-
ready deteriorated
sharply in the early morn-
ing, with hourly read-
ings also entering the
hazardous range.

The deterioration
was not confined to the
provincial  capital .
IQAir’s live ranking of
Pakistani cities on Mon-
day morning placed five
Punjab cities among the
country’s six most pol-
luted urban centres.

Gujranwala topped
the ranking with an AQI
of 606, followed by
Lahore at 509,

Faisalabad and Multan
at 310 each, and Sialkot
at 260. Peshawar ranked
sixth with an AQI of 216.

The readings var-
ied across monitoring
updates, with
Gujranwala subse-
quently recording 675
and Lahore 535 in sepa-
rate hourly updates,
highlighting the rapidly
changing pollution situ-
ation.

The worsening air
quality comes amid a
sharp increase in agricul-
tural fire detections
across Punjab.

According to an

Punjab between Oct 1
and 29, compared with
3,158 in Indian Punjab —
4.2 times as many.

Around 92 per cent
of the detected fires in
Pakistani Punjab were
located on farmland and
were likely associated
with crop-residue
burning.The analysis
found that 6,655 fire
spots, around half of the
monthly total, were de-
tected during the last
seven days of October.
Oct 29 recorded the high-
est number of detec-
tions, at 1,327.

Okara recorded the

burning in the rice-grow-
ing belt surrounding
Lahore. Smoke from
these fires, along with
emissions from ve-
hicles, industries and
other sources, adds to
the regional pollution
burden. Weather condi-
tions, including weak
winds and atmospheric
inversions, can further
trap pollutants close to
the ground.

Weather factor
Meanwhile, a new

analysis by the Pakistan
Air Quality Initiative
(PAQI) has questioned
the extent of improve-

analysis published by
environmental monitor-
ing website
HamariHawa, Nasa sat-
ellites detected 13,241
fire spots in Pakistani

highest number of fire
spots at 2,144, followed
by Gujranwala with 1,011
and Nankana Sahib with
1,003.The findings point
to extensive agricultural

ment in Lahore’s air qual-
ity during October, de-
spite government claims
that the city experienced
its cleanest October in
five years.

NEWS DESK: Demon-
strating remarkable resil-
ience in the face of esca-
lating geopolitical con-
flict and global shipping
turmoil, Pakistan’s pre-
mium Basmati rice ex-
ports have absorbed the
shock waves of the US-
Iran conflict and broader
Gulf region disruptions,
keeping the country
firmly on track in its con-
tinuous push to secure
the number three spot in
global rice trade.

Despite surging
ocean freight rates, sky-
rocketing marine insur-
ance premiums and logis-
tical bottlenecks, global
demand for aromatic
Basmati sustained the
disruption shock. Total
worldwide trade of
Basmati rice held firm at
6.9 million tonnes –
matching 2025 levels –
as buyers in key markets
prioritised securing Pa-
kistan and India’s signa-
ture premium grain over
non-aromatic varieties.

In a landmark per-
formance during Sep-
tember 2026, Pakistan
outperformed Vietnam,
traditionally the world’s
third-largest rice ex-
porter. Official trade fig-
ures from Vietnam’s for-

area of Lower South
Waziristan.

According to the
deputy commissioner of
Lower South
Wazir-istan,  Taliban
fighters continued to

target Pakistani border
checkpoints with unpro-
voked firing.

Pakistani security
forces responded imme-
diately and effectively,
targeting “multiple Af-
ghan border posts, mor-
tar positions, and defen-
sive checkpoints”, the
official wrote on X, add-
ing that no reports of
any casualties have
emerged from the border
areas on the Pakistani
side.Border clashes

According to lo-

cals, gunfire erupted at
Torkham on Sunday
when Afghan authorities
once again started con-
struction on a disputed
check post.Authorities
at Torkham said the Af-

ghan side began work
on the controversial
Zangali check post, situ-
ated within a 100-metre
radius of the Afghan
side of the border, de-
spite Pakistan’s strong
objections.

The firing contin-
ued for nearly an hour
with no casualties on the
Pakistani side. The two
nations had previously
agreed to refrain from
building security struc-
tures within a 100-metre
radius of the border.

The intense firing
caused the immediate
closure of the border and
panic among returning
Afghans and local
residents.During the
standoff, resident Siraj

Khan told Dawn that he
saw about 20 vehicles
carrying unregistered
Afghan families hastily
returning from the bor-
der at Zero Point amid
the crossfire.The repa-
triation of unregistered
Afghans was sus-
pended, and govern-
ment offices were closed.

Meanwhile,  ten-
sions escalated in the
Angoor Adda area after
two mortar shells were
reportedly fired from the
Afghan side.

NEWS DESK:The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Monday
sought reports from the
Punjab Home Depart-
ment on pleas challeng-
ing the extension of the
detention of PTI
founder Imran Khan’s
sisters and seeking medi-
cal treatment for one of
them, Noreen Niazi.

Justice Abher Gul
Khan directed the Home
Department to submit
the reports by 2pm as he
heard pleas filed by
Noreen’s daughter,
Sakeena, and Shahrez
Khan, the son of Imran’s
second sister Aleema
Khan.

Aleema and Noreen,
along with their sister
Uzma Khan, were de-
tained under the Punjab
Maintenance of Public
Order Ordinance, 1960 in
September, as the PTI
geared up for a protest
march to Islamabad.
Their detentions have
come amid reports of
several PTI leaders and
workers being taken into
custody ahead of the
march planned to de-
mand Imran’s release
from prison.

Among them,
Aleema was detained on
Sept 20 for 30 days and
Noreen and Uzma the
next day for the same
period.

Their detention was
challenged in the court
after the 30-day period
lapsed last month, fol-
lowing which the Punjab
government informed
the court that their de-
tention periods had been
extended for another 30
days.

At the hearing to-
day, petitioner’s counsel
Rana Mudassar Umar
contended that Aleema,
Noreen and Uzma’s de-
tentions had been ex-
tended “unlawfully”.

He noted that after

the completion of the ini-
tial 30-day detention pe-
riod, the Lahore deputy
commissioner had is-
sued a notification for its
extension.

He claimed that the

detained women had
also not been allowed to
meet their family mem-
bers or lawyers.

The counsel asked
the court to declare the
fresh detention notifica-
tions “illegal”.

PTI Secretary Gen-
eral Advocate Salman
Akram Raja informed the
court that Aleema’s
driver had also been de-
tained.

He requested the
court to show leniency
towards the driver, say-
ing his family was

deeply distressed.
Justice Khan then

sought reports from the
Punjab Home Depart-
ment and said he would
examine the matter after
going through the re-

eign trade agency con-
firm that Pakistan
shipped 420,000 tonnes
of rice during the month,
comfortably outstrip-
ping Vietnam’s total of
337,000 tonnes.

Pakistan also estab-
lished a clear lead in
value realisation. Its ex-
porters fetched an aver-
age unit price of $621 per
tonne in September 2026,
compared to Vietnam’s
$563 per tonne. The price
premium highlights
strong international de-
mand for Pakistan’s
mixed export basket of
high-value aromatic
Basmati  and non-

basmati varieties, com-
peting directly with
Southeast Asian com-
petitors like Thailand
and Vietnam, which ex-
port ‘Hom Mali’ and
non-basmati rice.

Basmati exports ab-
sorb shock waves of the
US-Iran conflict, sea
route disruptions

Hamid Malik, a rice
industry expert, notes
that market dynamics
have been shifting since
December 2025, when
Pakistan surpassed
Vietnam’s monthly ex-
port volume for the first
time this millennium.

The sector’s strong

showing comes after a
turbulent 2025, during
which free-market ex-
porters, including Thai-
land, Vietnam, and Paki-
stan, suffered substan-
tial volume losses due to
adverse climatic and
market conditions while
India maintained i ts
dominant position.

Unlike state-sup-
ported regimes, the rice
supply chain in Pakistan
operates purely on free-
market principles with no
minimum support price
(MSP) for paddy pur-
chase, state-funded ma-
rine insurance or freight
subsidies.

NEWS DESK:  The
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) Balochistan
chapter has directed
party workers across the
province to prepare for
any political develop-
ments and complete
organisational and pro-
test preparations in line
with the directives of
party chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman.

The directives were
issued at a meeting of
the party’s provincial ex-
ecutive committee and
parliamentary members,
chaired by provincial
chief Senator Maulana
Abdul Wasey on Sun-
day.

The meeting en-
dorsed Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s stance and
the decisions of the
party’s central executive
council, urging workers
to remain ready to re-
spond to any call from
the leadership. It also
decided to immediately
activate party
organisations at the pro-
vincial, district, tehsil
and union council lev-
els.

Expressing serious
concern over the politi-
cal, economic and law
and order situation in
Balochistan, the meeting
said business activity
had come to a standstill,
unemployment was ris-
ing and incidents of tar-

geted killings and vio-
lence had become in-
creasingly common. It
also noted that national
highways had become
unsafe for commuters.

Expresses concern
over worsening secu-
rity,  unemployment,
business conditions

The participants
accused the provincial
government of failing to
ensure public safety,
employment opportuni-
ties and basic facilities,
saying its administrative
control appeared to be
weakening.

The meeting de-
manded that the govern-
ment immediately intro-
duce a bil l  in the

Balochistan Assembly
on the registration, ad-
ministration and legal
affairs of religious semi-
naries.

It also called for the
draft Mines and Miner-
als legislation to be pre-
sented in the assembly
for review, urging the
government to honour
its commitments.

Addressing the
meeting, Maulana Abdul
Wasey said the JUI-F
and its chief remained
committed to public
rights, constitutional su-
premacy, democratic val-
ues and religious iden-
tity, while other political
parties were largely pur-
suing personal interests

and political expediency.
He warned against

attempts to drag Paki-
stan into conflicts at the
behest of foreign pow-
ers, particularly the
United States and Israel,
saying such moves were
against the interests of
the country and its
people.Provincial Gen-
eral  Secretary Agha
Mahmood Shah said the
party’s visits to different
districts would
strengthen its
organisational structure
and expand public out-
reach.

The meeting reaf-
firmed its commitment to
continuing a constitu-
tional.

ports.
Among the three

detainees, Noreen had
been shifted to the
Punjab Institute of Car-
diology (PIC) following
her deteriorating health,
on the recommendation
of the doctors of the Kot
Lakhpat Jail, where she
has been detained.Later,
adviser to the prime min-
ister on political affairs,
Rana Sanaullah, had in-
formed the Senate that
Noreen was fine after
being provided medical
treatment in Lahore.

On Friday, the
Lahore High Court di-
rected Noreen’s lawyer
to file a separate appli-
cation seeking medical
treatment and family
meetings for his client.

NEWS DESK:Eight spe-
cial police pickets have
been set up at various
locations to ensure the
security of the PAF
base.A separate police
picket with 40 officers
has also been set up at
Azad Patan to guarantee

the safety of important
establishments and pre-
vent any untoward
incidents.According to
police sources, the spe-
cial police picket at Azad

Patan has been estab-
lished with the deploy-
ment of 40 police person-
nel, headed by a super-
intendent of police (SP),
who will be responsible
for briefing the person-
nel and ensuring their
presence at the picket.

The police have
been deployed at Azad
Patan in two shifts. A
police reserve team
equipped with anti-riot
equipment has been

placed on standby at the
Kahuta police station.

The eight police
pickets were established
on Saturday until further
orders. They have been
set up at Khokhar Road,
Chaklala Stand, Chhtari
Chowk, Shaheen Chowk,

TNT Chowk, TM
Chowk, GPO Chowk and
Hali Road.As part of the
security plan for the
eight pickets, police mo-
bile squads from

Chaklala, Sadiqabad and
Waris Khan police sta-
tions will patrol around
Nur Khan PAF Base,
while the Muhafiz Squad
and Dolphin Force have
been assigned patrol
duties around the
base.At the TM Chowk

police picket, the RA Ba-
zaar police, Muhafiz
Squad and Dolphin
Force will patrol within
the limits of the R.A. Ba-
zaar police station.


