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Journalists Across Balochistan Observe ‘Black
Day’ Against Media Censorship and Layoffs

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA — On the central
call of the Pakistan Federal
Union of Journalists (PFUJ),
media professionals across
Balochistan observed a nation-
wide “Black Day” on Sunday
to protest against media cen-
sorship, forced terminations,
unpaid salaries, and the closure
of bureau offices in the prov-
ince.

The demonstration also
commemorated the anniver-
sary of the November 3, 2007
emergency declared under
General Pervez Musharraf,
drawing parallels between
past and present curbs on
press freedom.

Black flags were hoisted
at press clubs in Quetta and
across various districts in
Balochistan,

while journalists wore
black armbands as a mark of
protest.

Joint Demonstration in
Quetta

In the provincial capital,
the Balochistan Union of Jour-
nalists (BUJ) organized a pro-
test sit-in outside the Quetta

Quetta Boxer Abida Batool
Becomes First Pakistani Woman

to Win WIBA World Title

Islamabad ATC grants bail to Imaan,
Hadi in police altercation case

Press Club.
The demonstration drew

solid support from civil society
organizations, labor unions,
human rights activists, and le-

Women’s Workforce Participation in Balochistan Only 8%, Says Dr Rubaba Khan Buledi

Security forces killed 17 terrorists in two intelligence-based
operations in Balochistan’s Kachhi

Journalists Across Balochistan Observe ‘Black Day’ Against Media Censorship and Layoffs.

NEWS DESK:

Abida Batool, a 26-year-old boxer
from Quetta, has made history by
becoming the first Pakistani
woman to win a Women’s Inter-
national Boxing Association
(WIBA) world title.

Batool claimed the world
atomweight championship after

defeating Thailand’s Wande
Sienongkrot at the Brave Hearts-
6 boxing event in Pattaya, Thai-
land, on October 31.

The eight-round title bout at
FCC Stadium ended in the fifth
round after an accidental clash of
heads left the Pakistani boxer with

a fractured nose. The ringside
doctor stopped the contest, and
the winner was determined
through the judges’ scorecards.

Two judges scored the fight
in Batool’s favour, while the third
supported her Thai opponent,
resulting in a split technical deci-
sion victory for the Pakistani
boxer.

Batool began her boxing ca-

reer in 2018 and faced financial
difficulties and opposition from
her family during the early stages
of her journey. Despite these chal-
lenges, she continued pursuing
her ambition and gradually estab-
lished herself in professional box-
ing.

NEWS DKEK:

Security forces killed 17 ter-
rorists in two intelligence-
based operations in
Balochistan’s Kachhi and
Kharan districts on November
1, while an army soldier em-
braced martyrdom during an
exchange of fire, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR)
said.

According to the military’s
media wing, security forces
foiled an attempt by terrorists
to establish a blockade in the
Sanni area of Kachhi district.
Ten terrorists were killed dur-
ing the operation, while a cache
of weapons and ammunition
was recovered.

In a separate intelligence-
based operation in Kharan dis-
trict, security forces targeted
and destroyed a terrorist hide-
out, killing seven terrorists af-
ter an intense exchange of fire.

The ISPR said Sepoy
Hikmatullah fought bravely
during the encounter and laid
down his life. The 25-year-old
soldier belonged to Karak dis-
trict.

Weapons and ammunition

were also recovered during the
Kharan operation, while
sanitisation operations were
underway in the surrounding
areas to eliminate any remain-
ing threats.The ISPR said

counterterrorism operations
would continue under the vi-
sion of Azm-e-Istehkam, in line
with the National Action Plan
approved by the Federal Apex
Committee.

It added that security
forces and law enforcement
agencies would continue their
operations until terrorism was
completely eliminated from
Pakistan.

gal professionals.
“Nearly 10 news channels

have closed their bureau of-
fices in Balochistan, rendering
around 150 journalists and me-

dia workers unemployed,”
speakers stated, describing the
situation as an “economic mas-
sacre” of media workers
across the country.

NEWS DESK:

Women’s workforce participa-
tion in Balochistan stands at
just 8 per cent, compared to
43.6 per cent among men, re-
flecting a significant gender
gap in employment and eco-
nomic opportunities, Provincial
Adviser for Women Develop-
ment Dr Rubaba Khan Buledi
said on Tuesday.

She called for evidence-
based policymaking, reliable
gender statistics and stronger
institutional coordination to im-
prove women’s access to em-
ployment, education,
healthcare and economic op-
portunities.

Dr Buledi shared these
views while addressing a two-
day training workshop on the

National Gender Parity Indica-
tors Framework in Quetta on
November 3.

The workshop was
organised jointly by the United

Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), Balochistan’s
Women Development Depart-
ment, the National Commission
on the Status of Women

(NCSW) and UNICEF for rel-
evant provincial stakeholders.

Citing the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics Labour Force Sur-
vey 2020-21, the adviser said

the considerable difference
between women’s and men’s
participation in the labour force
highlighted the need for tar-
geted measures to increase
women’s economic inclusion.

She said the National Gen-
der Parity Indicators Frame-
work would help identify gen-
der disparities, assess progress
and improve policymaking in
education, healthcare, employ-
ment, political participation,
leadership and decision-
making.Dr Buledi stressed
that policies aimed at women’s
empowerment must reflect the
ground realities of Balochistan,
taking into account differences
between urban and rural ar-
eas, districts and social groups.

She said improving
women’s economic indepen-
dence required vocational

training, business opportunities,
access to financial resources,
safe workplaces and support-
ive institutional facilities.

The adviser also
emphasised the need to pre-
vent gender-based violence,
protect women’s legal and in-
heritance rights and increase
their representation in public
and administrative institutions.

She said the Balochistan
government was committed to
strengthening initiatives for
women’s education,
healthcare, protection and eco-
nomic empowerment.

Dr Buledi added that the
two-day training would build
the capacity of government
officials and other stakehold-
ers to collect, analyse and com-
pile gender-disaggregated data
in line with national indicators.
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The Pressing Problems of Urdu and the New Generation
BY ZEESHAN KHAN
Urdu is more than a lan-
guage. It is a symbol of
Pakistan’s cultural iden-
tity, literary heritage and
national unity. Yet, in a
society where English
increasingly dominates
education, official affairs
and professional life, an
important question
arises: are we preparing
our younger generation
for global competition at
the cost of their connec-
tion with their own na-
tional language?

The growing prefer-
ence for English in Paki-
stan has created a lin-
guistic divide that ex-
tends beyond communi-
cation. For many people,
English proficiency has
become a symbol of so-
cial status, educational
achievement and profes-
sional success. Mean-
while, Urdu, despite its
national status, often
receives less attention
in classrooms, work-
places and government
institutions.

This situation de-
mands serious reflec-
tion. A nation can em-
brace modern education
and international oppor-
tunities without neglect-
ing the language that
represents its identity.

Urdu and Pakistan’s
National Identity

The progress of a
nation depends not only
on economic develop-
ment and scientific ad-
vancement but also on
its cultural foundations.
Language plays a cen-
tral role in shaping col-
lective identity, preserv-
ing traditions and con-
necting generations.

Urdu has histori-
cally served as a com-
mon medium of commu-
nication among diverse
communities in Paki-
stan. Its literature, po-
etry, journalism and in-
tellectual traditions have
contributed signifi-
cantly to the country’s
cultural landscape.

However, the posi-
tion of Urdu in practical
affairs does not always
reflect its constitutional
status. Article 251 of the
Constitution of Pakistan
declares Urdu the na-
tional language and pro-
vides for arrangements
for its use for official
purposes.  Neverthe-
less, English continues
to dominate many ad-
ministrative,  educa-
tional and professional
settings.

This gap between
constitutional recogni-
tion and everyday prac-
tice raises an important
question: why has Urdu
struggled to secure a
stronger position in the
institutions of its own
country?

The answer in-
volves historical prac-
tices, educational poli-
cies, administrative tra-
ditions and the wide-
spread perception that
English offers better op-
portunities for social
mobility.

English: A Gateway
to Opportunity or a Bar-
rier to Equality?

There is no denying
the importance of En-
glish in the modern
world. It facilitates ac-
cess to international re-
search, scientific litera-
ture, technological de-
velopments and global
employment opportuni-
ties. Pakistani students
need English-language
skills to compete effec-
tively in many academic
and professional fields.

The problem be-
gins when English pro-
ficiency becomes a sub-
stitute for measuring
knowledge, intelligence
and competence.

In Pakistan, stu-
dents who speak En-
glish fluently may re-
ceive greater social rec-
ognition, while those
who communicate pri-
marily in Urdu or re-
gional languages can
face unfair judgments

about their educational
abilities. This perception
can disadvantage tal-
ented students who lack
access to expensive En-
glish-medium schools or
additional language-
learning resources.

Consequently, lan-
guage can become a
marker of privilege rather
than simply a tool for
communication.

A student’s ability
to understand science,
solve mathematical prob-
lems, analyse social is-
sues or demonstrate pro-
fessional competence
should not be judged
solely by fluency in En-
glish. Educational insti-
tutions must recognise
the difference between
subject knowledge and
language proficiency.

Pakistan needs an

education system in
which English opens
doors to international
opportunities without
becoming a barrier that
excludes capable stu-
dents from disadvan-
taged backgrounds.

The Growing Dis-
tance Between Young
People and Urdu

One of the major
concerns is the declin-
ing engagement of some
younger people with
Urdu reading, writing
and literature. In certain
educational environ-
ments, students may be-
come comfortable com-
municating in English
while struggling to ex-
press complex ideas in
Urdu.

This does not mean
that the younger genera-
tion is responsible for

the problem. Their lin-
guistic habits are
shaped by the educa-
tion system, family envi-
ronments, digital plat-
forms and social expec-
tations.

When schools give
greater prestige to En-
glish, parents naturally
encourage their children
to master it. When em-
ployers prioritise En-
glish communication,
students respond ac-
cordingly. When aca-
demic resources and
professional opportuni-
ties are concentrated in
English, the preference
becomes even stronger.

The result is a cycle
in which Urdu is treated
as less useful despite its
importance in public
communication and cul-
tural life.

The solution is not
to discourage English-
speaking students or re-
strict their educational
choices. Instead,
schools and families
should create opportu-
nities for young people
to read Urdu books, ex-
plore literary traditions,
write creatively and use
the language confi-
dently in academic and
professional discus-
sions.

Urdu must become
a language of knowl-
edge, innovation and
contemporary expres-
sion—not merely a sub-
ject students study to
pass an examination.

Urdu Education De-
serves Serious Atten-
tion

Language educa-
tion should develop

practical skills rather
than focus exclusively
on memorisation. Stu-
dents need opportuni-
ties to improve their
reading comprehension,
vocabulary, writ ing,
critical thinking and abil-
i ty to communicate
ideas clearly.

The same principle
applies to Urdu and En-
glish.

Educational institu-
tions should invest in
modern Urdu textbooks,
high-quality digital
learning materials, liter-
ary activities and trans-
lation projects. Scien-
tific and academic con-
cepts should also be
made accessible
through reliable Urdu
resources, helping stu-
dents understand com-
plex subjects while
strengthening their
command of the lan-
guage.

At the same time,
English should remain
an essential component
of education. Students
need both languages to
participate effectively in
national life and the in-
ternational academic
community.

A balanced ap-
proach would enable
young people to under-
stand global develop-
ments in English while
communicating their
ideas, experiences and
knowledge confidently
in Urdu.

Urdu in  Govern-
ment and Public Institu-
tions

The use of Urdu in
official affairs is another
important dimension of
the debate. Article 251
of Pakistan’s Constitu-
tion provides the consti-
tutional basis for pro-
moting Urdu as the na-
tional language and ar-
ranging its use for offi-
cial purposes.

However, translat-
ing this principle into ef-
fective administrative
practice requires plan-

ning, institutional com-
mitment and consistent
implementation.

Government depart-
ments could expand ac-
cess to Urdu-language
forms, public informa-
tion, educational materi-
als and citizen services.
Legal and administrative
documents should be
made understandable to
ordinary citizens, with
accurate translations
and appropriate safe-
guards where authorita-
tive legal texts are re-
quired.

Such measures
would improve accessi-
bility and help citizens
engage more effectively
with public institutions.

Promoting Urdu in
official affairs should
not mean abandoning
English where it is prac-
tically necessary. Rather,
it should ensure that citi-
zens are not disadvan-
taged simply because
they cannot understand
complex English-lan-
guage documents or ad-
ministrative procedures.
A national language
gains strength when
people can use it mean-
ingfully in everyday life.

Literature, Writers
and the Responsibility
of Society

Writers, poets, jour-
nalists, teachers and in-
tellectuals have an im-
portant role in keeping
Urdu relevant to contem-
porary society. Litera-
ture preserves collective
memory, challenges es-
tablished ideas and pro-
vides a space for dis-
cussing social and politi-
cal realities.

International liter-
ary gatherings and con-
ferences have histori-
cally offered opportuni-
ties for scholars and writ-
ers to examine the chal-
lenges facing Urdu, in-
cluding the influence of
other languages and the
changing relationship
between literature and
society.

Guilty of journalism
Arifa Noor:
AS a journalist making a
living solely in the in-
dustry, the challenging
times confronting the
profession are rarely far
from one’s mind. Navel-
gazing has become more
than a side distraction in
some ways. No wonder
then that a new book on
the industry by a stal-
wart, Mazhar Abbas,
was on the must-read
list.

He has been active
in both journalism and
the trade union politics
of media organisations;
Abbas is someone who
many in my generation
look up to for being
among the few who have
been able to do both
journalism and its poli-
tics proficiently and with
integrity. None of this is
insignificant. Since the
proliferation of elec-
tronic media, union poli-
tics has rarely attracted
journalists of stature.

It is worth asking at
this stage whether he is
one of the last
Mohicans. His latest
book, Media Under the
Shadow of Death, cov-
ers a wide range of is-
sues — from the origins
of the unions formed in
the early years of a
fledgling country to is-
sues the industry
grapples with today:
censorship, violence
against journalists, and
the challenges of tech-
nology.

For someone like
myself who isn’t very
well-versed in the his-
tory of union politics,
the historical account in
the early chapters of the
book is a fascinating de-
scription of how the
Sindh Union of Journal-
ists and the Pakistan

Federal Union of Jour-
nalists (PFUJ) came into
being, and how journal-
ists pushed back against
the earlier undemocratic
efforts of the state of
Pakistan. Beyond the
events themselves, dis-
cussions with people
such as Roedad Khan
also offer insight into
the ruling elite’s thinking
at the time and their atti-
tudes towards democ-
racy and press freedom.

At the same time,
this earlier period also
reveals how far back
some unfortunate
trends go. Even then,
journalists’ biases
against one another, or
in favour of one politi-

cal stakeholder over an-
other, allowed the state
or government to take
advantage. The prin-
ciples of democracy or
freedom of expression
never proved bigger
than personal likes or
dislikes.

He, too, quotes the
famous story of journal-
ists who went to Gen
Ziaul Haq and asked him
to delay the elections for
fear of a PPP victory. In
recent times, one has
seen media groups attack
each other at the behest
of the powers that be.
The second pattern,
which seems to date
back further than we
realise, is the inability of

media owners to match
journalists in opposing
the state’s suppressive
methods; the latter’s de-
cision to sign a code of
conduct during the emer-
gency imposed by Gen
Pervez Musharraf is a
case in point. But there
are no sweeping judge-
ments, as the financial
pressures on the media
owners and their limita-
tions are also under-
stood by the author.

‘Media Under the
Shadow of Death’ docu-
ments the key chal-
lenges in Pakistani jour-
nalism.

The strongest part
is perhaps the account
of the media under

Musharraf. This is partly
because it’s a recent pe-
riod when Pakistan’s
media flourished and ex-
panded but also faced
challenges, including in-
creased violence against
journalists as well as
events such as the emer-
gency.

The latter happened
when the author himself
was an elected official of
the PFUJ and was
organising protests
against the dictator’s
actions. For those of us
who were present at the
time — in the trenches
or on the sidelines —
those were heady times.
It seemed then that the
political parties, lawyers’

organisations, journal-
ists, and others could
push back against a mili-
tary dictator struggling
to sustain his rule. No
one thought this was
simply a transitory mo-
ment; it seemed like a
permanent change —
though we have grown
wiser since. But back
then, it was a moment of
great hope, and the
PFUJ’s role was signifi-
cant. Even now, reading
about it brings a sense
of satisfaction.

As the author him-
self notes, it was perhaps
the last time the federa-
tion acted with unity.
However, he doesn’t go
into the details of what

happened later, or how
the organisation not
only split but has also
become a shadow of its
former self since then.
With his intimate knowl-
edge of union issues,
Abbas could have pro-
vided an insight into the
present mess in journal-
istic organisations and
perhaps kick-started a
debate on possible so-
lutions. This omission is
disappointing in some
ways.

The second stron-
gest part of the book is
the section where he
discusses the killings of
journalists,  though
given the number of
case studies, not each

case is tackled with an
even hand. Some are de-
tailed and some sketchy.
However, the more high-
profile the case, the more
interesting the details —
though they still leave
one wanting more. This
is especially true of
cases such as Wali
Babar’s, where Abbas
provides the details of
the deaths that followed
the investigations of the
journalist’s murder —
police officers investi-
gating the case, the pros-
ecutor, and even wit-
nesses were killed as the
matter progressed. Simi-
larly, the book details
high-profile cases
(Hayatullah Khan, Musa
Khankhel,  Arshad
Sharif) as well as low-
profile ones that may not
have garnered much at-
tention.

Overall, the book is
a resource compendium
rather than a chronologi-
cal or analytical account.
There are historical ac-
counts — a chapter on
press laws and then one
on the case studies of
journalists’ killings. This
also means the book’s
tone is a wee uneven.

Perhaps, as the au-
thor says at the outset,
the book kept getting
delayed because of the
fast-changing events in
the industry and the
polity. This might also
explain why the writing
and editing needed a bit
more work. One can only
hope some of these is-
sues are addressed in a
second edition if there is
to be one — for the in-
formation in the book is
valuable and deserves to
be read by those who
still haven’t fallen out of
love with this profession
despite the filth we wal-
low in these days.
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Balochistan Governor Calls for Market-Oriented Technical
Education to Boost Youth Employment

Loralai DC Reviews Agricultural
Income Tax Collection, Directs

Officials to Improve Revenue Recovery
and Land Record Management

Chaman District Education Officer Ashok Kumar Rajput Conducts
Surprise Inspection of Government Boys Model High School

Balochistan Seeks Easier Access to Business Financing as EXIM
Bank President Meets BBoIT Vice Chairman Bilal Khan Kakar

Deputy Commissioner Muhammad Ramzan
Palal Inspects Anti-Polio Campaign in Usta

Muhammad, Reviews Vaccination Arrangements

Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah Badini Chairs
Meeting to Address Electricity

and Gas Supply Issues

CHAMAN:  District
Education Officer
(DEO) Chaman, Ashok
Kumar Rajput, con-
ducted a surprise visit
to Government Boys
Model High School
Chaman to review edu-
cational activities,
teaching standards, and
overall discipline at the
institution.

He was accompa-
nied by PML-N District
President and promi-
nent political and social
figure Haji Attaullah
Khan, along with EMIS
Focal Person Jaffar
Khan Achakzai.

During the visit,
the DEO inspected
various classrooms and
asked students ques-
tions related to their
curriculum to assess
their academic perfor-
mance, learning abili-
ties, and the quality of
teaching. He encour-
aged students to pursue
their education with
dedication, hard work,
and commitment.

Later, he chaired a
detailed meeting with
the school's teachers
and staff, during which
various educational
matters were dis-
cussed,

QUETTA: Vice Chairman
of the Balochistan Board
of Investment and Trade
(BBoIT), Bilal Khan
Kakar, held a meeting
with President and CEO
of the Export-Import
Bank of Pakistan (EXIM
Bank),

Shehbaz H. Syed, to
discuss financial chal-
lenges facing the busi-
ness community in
Balochistan, particularly
difficulties in securing
loans and expanding
business activities.

Chief Executive Of-
ficer of BBoIT, Abdul
Mannan, and Shahryar
Khan of the Trade Devel-
opment Authority of Pa-
kistan (TDAP) were also
present during the meet-
ing.

During the discus-
sion, Bilal Khan Kakar
highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by traders,

LORALAI: The 12th re-
view meeting on agricul-
tural income tax collec-
tion and administrative
affairs of the Revenue
Department was held at
the Deputy
Commissioner's Office in
Loralai under the chair-
manship of Deputy Com-

erate the collection of
agricultural income tax
and ensure the achieve-
ment of assigned rev-
enue targets. He also
emphasized taking effec-
tive and practical mea-
sures to recover out-
standing government
dues.

He instructed offi-
cials to ensure transpar-
ency in land mutation
procedures, maintain ac-
curate land records and
resolve pending cases
within the stipulated
time. He stressed that
citizens must receive
timely and efficient ser-
vices from the Revenue
Department.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also directed
officials to make the
weekly Revenue Open
Court, held every Thurs-
day, more effective. He
said public complaints
and long-pending rev-
enue disputes should be
addressed on a priority
basis to provide citizens
with timely relief and jus-
tice.

The meeting also
discussed measures to

prevent illegal occupa-
tion of government land,
protect public property,
resolve land-related dis-
putes promptly,
strengthen monitoring of
Revenue Department
field staff and ensure
transparency in revenue
records.

M u h a m m a d
Haseeb Shuja made it
clear that negligence,
unnecessary delays,
corruption and any form
of irregularity in rev-
enue-related matters
would not be tolerated.

He directed all offic-
ers and staff members to
perform their duties with
honesty, transparency
and professionalism and
avoid any negligence in
resolving public griev-
ances.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further stated
that efforts would con-
tinue to improve the rev-
enue administration sys-
tem, ensure timely collec-
tion of government rev-
enues, safeguard state-
owned land and provide
better revenue-related
services to the public.

Duki DC Inspects District
Headquarters Hospital, Reviews
Healthcare Facilities and New

Operation Theatre Project

QUETTA: An important
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta,  Mehrullah
Badini, to review public
complaints and issues
related to electricity and
gas supply across the
city.

The meeting was
attended by the Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Revenue), Execu-

sioner Sariab. During the
meeting, participants
held detailed discus-
sions on various public
utility issues, including
electricity load shed-
ding, disruptions in
power supply, low gas
pressure, gas supply
schedules, voltage fluc-
tuations, and other ad-
ministrative matters af-
fecting residents of
Quetta. On the occasion,

DUKI: Deputy Commis-
sioner Duki Fazal-ur-
Rehman Kabadani vis-
ited the District Head-
quarters Hospital Duki,
where he conducted a
detailed inspection of
various departments
and reviewed the provi-
sion of healthcare ser-
vices, attendance of
doctors and medical
staff, and other adminis-
trative matters.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
inspected different
wards and hospital de-

Development and Im-
provement (BSDI)
Programme and re-
viewed the progress of
ongoing construction
and completion work.

He directed the
concerned authorities to
complete all necessary
medical, technical and
administrative arrange-
ments within the stipu-
lated timeframe to make
the operation theatre
functional as soon as
possible.

He said that
operationalizing the

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has empha-
sized the importance of
market-oriented techni-
cal and vocational edu-
cation, stating that insti-
tutions like the National
Vocational and Technical
Training Commission
(NAVTTC) play a vital
role in promoting eco-
nomic self-reliance and
creating employment op-
portunities for young
people.

He said that
NAVTTC's professional
and technical training
programmes are particu-
larly important because
they are designed to meet
market demands and
practical human needs.
Connecting academic
knowledge and theoreti-
cal concepts with ground
realities and societal re-
quirements can produce
meaningful and tangible
results.

The Governor ex-
pressed these views dur-
ing a meeting with a del-
egation led by Member

of the National Assem-
bly and NAVTTC Chair-
man Qamar-ul-Islam
Raja at Governor House
Quetta. The meeting
was attended by
NAVTTC Executive Di-
rector Nadia Karim
Shah, Principal Secre-
tary Abdul Nasir
Durrani, and Director
General NAVTTC
Balochistan Dr. Hussain
Bakhsh Magasi. Gover-
nor Mandokhail high-
lighted that the eco-
nomic requirements of
different divisions of
Balochistan vary sig-

nificantly due to their
distinct economic and
social characteristics.
He stressed that techni-
cal and vocational train-
ing programmes must
therefore be designed
according to the local
economic needs of each
division.  He said
NAVTTC's primary re-
sponsibility is to align
professional and techni-
cal training with market
demands, industrial re-
quirements,  and the
practical needs of every-
day life. The Governor
emphasized the need for

training programmes
that go beyond fulfilling
academic requirements
and equip young people
with practical skills, en-
abling them to secure
employment,  pursue
self-employment, and
achieve economic inde-
pendence. He further
stated that technical
education is an effective
means of promoting em-
ployment and economic
participation. By acquir-
ing skills such as ma-
chine operation, electri-
cal work, solar technol-
ogy, automobile me-

chanics, and information
technology, young
people can create em-
ployment opportunities
for themselves while
contributing to the na-
tional economy.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail  also
pointed out that public-
sector universities are
already offering modern
skills training. He said
NAVTTC-assisted tech-
nical education at the
district level could play
an estimated 50 percent
role in generating em-
ployment opportunities.

He clarified that this
target is not merely a nu-
merical objective but
part of a broader strat-
egy aimed at bridging
the gap between higher
education and employ-
ment. The Governor
stressed the need to es-
tablish new technical
training centres and
strengthen existing insti-
tutions,  providing
young people with ac-
cess to modern equip-
ment.

missioner Captain
(Retd.) Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja.

The meeting re-
viewed the collection of
agricultural income tax,
recovery of outstanding
government dues, pend-
ing revenue cases, land
mutations, verification
and correction of land
records, protection of
gover nmen t -owne d
land and the overall per-
formance of the Rev-
enue Department.

Relevant officials
briefed the meeting on
progress made in vari-
ous areas and pre-
sented updates on the
current situation.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Captain (Retd.)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja directed the con-
cerned officials to accel-

tive Engineer (XEN)
WAPDA, officials from
the Gas Department and
Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC), as well as
the Assistant Commis-

Deputy Commissioner
Mehrullah Badini di-
rected officials of the
concerned departments
to take effective and
practical measures to

tors, paramedical staff
and other employees to
perform their duties with
responsibility, punctual-
i ty and professional
commitment, ensuring
that patients receive
timely medical attention.

He further in-
structed hospital au-
thorities to pay special
attention to cleanliness,
availability of medicines,
staff attendance and the
quality of healthcare ser-
vices provided to pa-
tients. He also empha-
sized maintaining the

modern facility would
help provide better-qual-
ity healthcare services
to local residents with-
out requiring them to
travel to other areas for
essential surgical treat-
ment. Deputy Commis-
sioner Fazal-ur-Rehman
Kabadani stated that
providing quality
healthcare services to
the public at govern-
ment hospitals remained
a top priority of the dis-
trict administration.

He directed doc-

quality and pace of de-
velopment work being
carried out under the
BSDI Programme.

The Deputy Com-
missioner made it clear
that the district adminis-
tration would not toler-
ate negligence in provid-
ing basic public ser-
vices,  particularly
healthcare, and that ef-
fective monitoring
would continue to im-
prove the hospital's
medical and administra-
tive performance.

partments, checked staff
attendance and as-
sessed the quality of
medical facilities being
provided to patients. He
also received a briefing
from the concerned au-
thorities regarding the
hospital's administrative
and medical operations.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also in-
spected the modern op-
eration theatre being
constructed and com-
pleted under the
Balochistan Structural

USTA MUHAMMAD:
Deputy Commissioner
Usta Muhammad,
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal, accompanied by
District Polio Officer Dr.
Khalil Mastoi, visited
Union Council Khanpur
to monitor ongoing ac-
tivities under the Novem-
ber Sub-National Immu-
nization Days (SNID)
anti-polio campaign.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
conducted a detailed in-
spection of the area tran-
sit point and reviewed
the performance of de-
ployed polio vaccination
teams, supervision by

field area in-charges, ar-
rangements for adminis-
tering polio drops to
children and the overall
administrative manage-
ment of the campaign.

He also observed
the ongoing door-to-
door vaccination activi-
ties and the administra-
tion of polio drops to

children at transit
points. He sought details
regarding the atten-
dance of vaccination
teams, implementation of
micro-plans and the
overall coverage of chil-
dren in the area.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also inquired
about the challenges

faced by field teams dur-
ing the campaign and
the measures being
taken by concerned of-
ficials to address them.

M u h a m m a d
Ramzan Palal directed
relevant officials and
field monitoring teams
to prioritize effective su-
pervision throughout
the anti-polio campaign
and perform their re-
sponsibilities with dedi-
cation, vigilance and a
strong sense of ac-
countability.

He emphasized that
the success of the cam-
paign depended on con-
tinuous monitoring of

vaccination teams de-
ployed in every area, en-
suring that no child was
missed and immediately
covering children who
remained unvaccinated.

He further stressed
that the complete eradi-
cation of polio required
close coordination and a
well-organized strategy
involving all relevant
government depart-
ments, polio workers and
monitoring officers.

The Deputy Com-
missioner said that col-
lective efforts, effective
field supervision and
comprehensive vaccina-
tion coverage.

industrialists, exporters
and importers in
Balochistan in access-
ing financial assistance
and securing loans to
expand their busi-
nesses.

He emphasized the

need for EXIM Bank to
play an effective role in
facil itating the
province's business
community by ensuring
access to loans and fi-
nancial facili ties on
easier and more flexible

terms.
He said improved

access to financing
would enable local entre-
preneurs to expand their
businesses,

strengthen commer-
cial activities and play a

more active role in do-
mestic and international
trade.

On the occasion,
EXIM Bank President
and CEO Shehbaz H.
Syed expressed positive
interest in extending fi-
nancial facilities to the
business community of
Balochistan.

Both sides agreed to
strengthen cooperation
and explore practical
measures to improve ac-
cess to business financ-
ing and support com-
mercial and economic
activities across the
province.

The meeting fo-
cused on enhancing fi-
nancial inclusion for
Balochistan's business
sector and creating bet-
ter opportunities for
traders, exporters, im-
porters and industrial
investors.

address public com-
plaints regarding elec-
tricity and gas supply.

He emphasized that
the district administra-
tion would extend full
cooperation and sup-
port to the relevant de-
partments wherever is-
sues related to electric-
ity and gas supply arise.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further
stressed the importance

of ensuring timely reso-
lution of public griev-
ances and improving es-
sential utility services to
provide relief to the resi-
dents of Quetta.

 including teach-
ers' attendance, class-
room activities, institu-
tional discipline, and
the timely completion
of the prescribed syl-
labus.

Addressing the
meeting, District Edu-
cation Officer Ashok
Kumar Rajput stated
that transforming Gov-
ernment Boys Model
High School Chaman
into a quality and ex-
emplary educational

institution was among
his top priorities.

He made it clear
that negligence, care-
lessness, and unjusti-
fied absenteeism would
not be tolerated under
any circumstances in
the pursuit of educa-
tional improvement.

The DEO directed
teachers to ensure
punctual attendance,
perform their teaching
responsibilities with
honesty and dedica-

tion, and complete the
prescribed syllabus
within the stipulated
timeframe.

He emphasized
that these measures
were essential to pro-
viding students with
quality education and
adequate preparation
for their examinations.

Ashok Kumar
Rajput further ob-
served that teachers'
hard work, profes-
sional commitment,

discipline, and quality
teaching were funda-
mental to the success
and improvement of
any educational institu-
tion.

He reaffirmed his
commitment to con-
tinuing effective moni-
toring and corrective
measures to improve
the school's academic
performance and
transform it into a
model educational in-
stitution in Chaman.
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Respect for a woman’s dignity not just a
matter of personal morality but constitutional

obligation: Supreme Court

Islamabad ATC grants bail to Imaan, Hadi
in police altercation case

Petitions against detention of Sohail
Afridi, others referred to PHC CJ for

constitution of larger bench

Lahore court grants NCCIA further
two-dayremand of suspects over

US postage stampfraud

IHC grants protective bail to TikToker booked
following stampede at wedding event

2 policemen martyred, 1 injured in attack en
route to polio duty in KP's Mohmand

NEWS DESK:Two po-
licemen were martyred
and another was injured
when unidentified gun-
men opened fire on them
while they were on their
way to join a polio team
for security duty during
the ongoing vaccination
campaign in Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ’ s
Mohmand district on
Tuesday, police said.

H e a d q u a r t e r s
Deputy Superintendent
of Police Liaquat Ali
confirmed these details
to Dawn,

adding that the at-
tack took place near the
Hashim Kor police
checkpost in the Dag
Tamanzai area of the
Pindiali tehsil.

He identified the
martyred cops as Con-
stables Zahoor Khan
and Arbai Khan and the
injured policeman as
Sepoy Sabir Khan.

Later in the day, fu-
neral prayers for the two
martyred policemen
were offered at the Po-
lice Lines in Ghalanai.

The funeral was at-
tended by the Comman-
dant Mohmand Rifles,
the deputy commis-
sioner, the district police
officer and other offi-
cials, as well as local resi-
dents.

Senior officials laid
floral wreaths on the
bodies of the martyred
policemen and offered

condolences to their be-
reaved families. They
also paid tribute to the
sacrifices of the police-
men.

Separately,  KP
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi took notice of re-
ports about the abduc-
tion of four polio work-
ers in the province’s
Tank district and di-
rected relevant authori-
ties to take “immediate
and effective measures”
for their safe recovery.

Police say the inci-
dent took place on Mon-
day.

Governor Kundi

noted that polio workers
“perform a national duty
to protect children and
promote a healthy Paki-
stan” and said the gov-
ernment was responsible
for providing security to
polio teams.

He added that tar-
geting polio workers was
“against humanity and
the national interest”.

The incidents come
as a sub-national polio
vaccination campaign
began across the coun-
try on Sunday, targeting
nearly 24 million children
in 97 high-risk districts.

Pakistan and Af-

ing year. The affected
child was a 13-month-
old girl  from KP’s
Khyber district.

Of the eight cases,
six have been reported
from KP — including
four from Bannu divi-
sion — and two from
Sindh.

In July, Pakistan
told the global Indepen-
dent Monitoring Board
that the country had en-
tered a decisive phase in
its decades-long fight
against polio,

claiming the virus
had been pushed into a
shrinking number of

termed the incident “ex-
tremely regrettable and
condemnable”, a state-
ment issued by his of-
fice on Tuesday said.

The governor

ghanistan are the only
two countries where po-
lio is still endemic.

On Sunday, Paki-
stan reported its eighth
polio case of the ongo-

NEWS DESK:The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday
granted protective bail
to TikToker Muhammad
Ansar Jatt, alias “Mr
Pattlo”, after a stampede
at his mehndi (henna)
event in Sialkot claimed
two lives.
Jatt  had announced
holding a mehndi event
and prize-distribution
ceremony at  Faraz
Cricket Ground on Daska
Road on Friday night;
however, with hundreds
gathered at the site, a
stampede occurred
when the stadium gates
opened, killing two and
injuring 18 people.
Subsequently, a first in-
formation report (FIR)
was registered on Octo-
ber 31 at the Motra Po-
lice Station, naming Jatt,
his brother, the owner of
Faraz Cricket Ground, six
others, and 40-45 uni-
dentified security
guards.On Tuesday,
IHC Chief Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar approved the pro-
tective — also known as
transitory — bail for the
TikToker until Nov 10,
allowing him to avoid
arrest  while he ap-
proaches the relevant
court to seek legal rem-

edy. He surrendered be-
fore the court in a wheelc
air.Jatt had filed a peti-
tion, seeking the court’s
intervention to prevent
his arrest  before he
could reach the court of
competent jurisdiction.
Advocates Barrister
Qasim Nawaz Abbasi
and Barrister Raja Ali
Abbas Jalap filed the
petition on his behalf.

According to the
legal document, Jatt was
named in the FIR, which
was registered under
Sections 322 (punish-
ment for qatl-i-khata),
440 (mischief committed
after preparation made

for causing death or
hurt), 431 (mischief by
injury to public road,
bridge, river or channel),
148 (rioting, armed with
deadly weapon), 149
(unlawful assembly), 188
(disobedience to order
duly promulgated by
public servant) and 109
(punishment of abet-
ment) of the Pakistan
Penal Code (PPC), read
with Section 16 of the
Punjab Maintenance of
Public Order Ordinance,
1960.During the pro-
ceedings,  the
petitioner’s counsel ar-
gued that the FIR was
registered outside the

IHC’s territorial jurisdic-
tion. However, the coun-
sel maintained that the
sole object of seeking
protective bail was to
enable a suspect present
within the jurisdiction of
one court to safely ap-
proach the court where
the case was registered
without being arrested
on the way.“The merits
of the case are not re-
quired to be examined at
this stage,” the petition
stated, adding that with-
out the protection, the
petitioner’s right to seek
pre-arrest bail before a
Sialkot court would be
rendered illusory.

NEWS DESK:A
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) bench on Tues-
day referred multiple pe-
titions challenging the
detention of PTI leaders,
including Sohail Afridi
— the non-functional
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
chief minister — to the
chief justice for the con-
sti tution of a larger
bench.
Afridi has not been seen
since the imposition of
governor’s rule and
emergency in KP on Oct
11. His whereabouts re-
mained unknown on the
day governor’s rule was
imposed, and a federal
minister confirmed a day
later that he and some of
his cabinet members
were in preventive
custody.The PTI has
also alleged the deten-
tion and arrests of sev-
eral of its other members,
including lawmakers
and ministers. Their
whereabouts have not
been disclosed by the
government so
far.Multiple pleas have
been filed in the PHC in
this connection. A divi-
sion bench comprising
Justice Syed Arshad Ali
and Justice Muhammad
Faheem Wali took up the
petit ions on
Tuesday.Apart  from

Afridi’s detention, the
petitions also pertain to
the alleged disappear-
ance of KP Assembly
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati, MNAs Junaid
Akbar and Dr Amjid Ali,
provincial  minister
Amjid Ali Khan, MPAs
Ikramullah and
Aurangzeb Khan,
former chief minister of
G i l g i t - B a l t i s t a n
Mohammad Khalid
Khursheed and several
other PTI leaders.
Afridi’s brother
Mohammad Aamir filed
one of the petitions, al-
leging that Afridi was
“abducted” from Chief
Minister House on the
night that the emer-

gency was imposed in
the province. He had ap-
proached the PHC on
Oct 13.On Tuesday, the
bench referred the pleas
to the chief justice after
the KP government and
senior police officials
failed to file their respec-
tive replies in accor-
dance with the court’s
Oct 20 directives.
“These are not ordinary
personalities,” remarked
Justice Ali during the
hearing.Meanwhile, KP
Advocate General
Sanaullah Khan sought
three days to submit the
replies, adding that his
office was awaiting a re-
sponse from the provin-
cial home department,

police and other law en-
forcement agencies.
Bashir Vazir, who ap-
peared on behalf of the
petitioners, alleged that
the PTI leaders had been
missing for many days.
He contended that, un-
der Article 199 of the
Constitution, the PHC
had authority to order
that Afridi and Swati be
produced before the
court.He further argued
that the KP Assembly
had passed an immunity
law under which a mem-
ber of the assembly
could not be arrested in
such manner, adding that
the assembly’s speaker
also could not be ar-
rested under the law.

NEWS DESK:An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in
Islamabad on Tuesday
granted bail to lawyer
Imaan Mazari and her
husband, Hadi Al i
Chattha, in a case regis-
tered against them for
allegedly blocking a
road outside the Na-
tional Press Club and
engaging in an alterca-
tion with police.
ATC Judge Abual
Hasnat Muhammad
Zulqarnain announced
the decision after hear-
ing the bail applications.
The police also pro-
duced the case record
before the court during
the proceedings.

When defence
counsel Riasat Ali Azad
informed the court that
the record had been re-
ceived that day,

the judge remarked
that he would have
shown the police the
consequences of failing
to produce it on Tues-
day.

The judge then
asked the applicants if
they had anything to say
before announcing that
their bail applications
had been accepted.

The court granted
bail  to both accused
against surety bonds of

NEWS DESK:The Su-
preme Court (SC) stated
on Tuesday that respect
for a woman’s dignity
was not merely a matter
of personal morality but
a constitutional obliga-
tion the state expected
of everyone in its ser-
vice.
The declaration came as
a two-member bench,
headed by Justice
Ayesha Malik and in-
cluding Justice Shahid
Waheed, rejected a plea
filed by a former em-
ployee of the Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB)
against his compulsory
retirement over the alle-
gation that he had set
his wife on fire.

“Off-duty conduct
of sufficient gravity may
constitute misconduct
and acquittal in a crimi-
nal case does not undo
misconduct indepen-
dently established in
departmental proceed-
ings,” affirmed Justice
Shahid Waheed in the
nine-page judgement
authored by him.The
plea was filed by Jawad
Abbasi, who used to
work as a cook in the IB,
against a Jan 15 decision
by the Federal Service
Tribunal’s (FST) to up-
hold his compulsory re-
tirement from service.

He had faced disci-

plinary proceedings un-
der the Civil Servants
(Efficiency and Disci-
pline) Rules, 2020 over
allegations that he had
set his wife on fire and
was ill-mannered and
short-tempered. Abbasi
was also accused of
conduct that was crimi-
nal, unprofessional and
prejudicial to good order
and service discipline.
Moreover, his conduct
was said to have ad-
versely affected the
reputation and discipline
of the IB.

The departmental
proceedings found the
charges established, and
by an order dated June
14, 2024, he was

penalised with compul-
sory retirement. His de-
partmental appeal in the
case had also been re-
jected, and his appeal
pertaining to his service
had been dismissed by
the FST.

However,  lower
court acquitted him in
the criminal case in the
matter.Before the SC, his
counsel Aftab Alam
Yasir argued that the
matter at hand was a pri-
vate and domestic one
between the married
couple, had no connec-
tion with the petitioner’s
official duties, and that
Abbasi’s conduct out-
side his workplace and
office hours could not

constitute misconduct
under the Civil Servants
Rules.The counsel
pointed out that his cli-
ent had previously been
acquitted by a trial
court, further claiming
that his wife had at-
tempted suicide. He
contended that the re-
jection of Abbasi’s plea
following the depart-
mental inquiry was
erroneous.In his judge-
ment on the matter, Jus-
tice Waheed observed
that the dignity of a
woman, whether as a
wife, sister, daughter,
mother or a fellow citi-
zen, was a fundamental
value protected by the
Constitution.

high-risk areas and cau-
tioning that persistent
insecurity, particularly in
southern KP, remained
the biggest obstacle to
reaching every child.

NEWS DESK:A judicial
magistrate on Tuesday
granted the National
Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA) a
further two-day physical
remand of two suspects
in a Rs35 billion fraud in-
volving the online sale
of counterfeit US post-
age stamps.
The prime suspect, iden-
tified as a 33-year-old
resident of Khanewal,
had been charged by a
Florida jury with de-
frauding the United
States Postal Service
(USPS) of $126 million,
the US Attorney’s Office
of the Southern District
of Florida said on Sept
28.The Lahore NCCIA
announced the prime
suspect’s arrest in late
October, and he was sent
on a five-day physical
remand on Oct 21.
Today’s extension of the
physical remand is the
third for him, and second
for the co-suspect.

On Tuesday, the
NCCIA produced both
men before Judicial
Magistrate Naeem
Wattoo upon the expiry
of their latest four-day
remand.

The investigating
officer (IO) sought cus-
tody of the suspects for
another five days for in-
terrogation.

However, Magis-
trate Wattoo granted the
agency two more days of
physical custody and
directed the IO to pro-
duce the suspects again
on Nov 5.

According to
NCCIA, the initial inves-
tigation revealed that the
prime suspect operated
a website to market and
sell over 5m fake US
postage stamps over a
period of more than
three years.According
to the US Department of

Justice, the website run
by the Pakistani national
was not authorised to
sell USPS products and
services.

The counterfeit la-

bels allegedly allowed
customers to ship pack-
ages at rates “far below
legitimate USPS prices”,
it said, adding that it
caused losses exceed-
ing $126m to the postal
service.

US prosecutors al-
leged that the website
sold the labels for
around $2 each, regard-
less of a package’s
weight, size or destina-
tion. A US court order
authorised the seizure
and shutdown of the

website.
Money trail
In a press confer-

ence on Oct 20, NCCIA’s
Lahore Zone Additional
Director Atif Ameer said

that 16 bank accounts
had been used in the
scam. Seven of the ac-
counts were operated by
the suspect, five by his
brother, two by his wife,
and one each by his sis-
ter and aunt.

He said the agency
had expanded the inves-
tigation across several
parts of the country.

“Eight special
teams were formed in
Punjab, Islamabad and
Sindh to trace the sus-
pect and investigate the

network,” he said and
added the teams con-
ducted raids at 35 loca-
tions and questioned 47
people as part of the in-
vestigation.

Rs5,000 each.
The judge also said

he would examine the
matter regarding the
show-cause notice is-
sued to the police over
the delay in producing
the case record.

Last week, an ATC
sentenced Imaan and
Hadi to 10 years in
prison each in the secu-
rity breach case.

The court also
handed down one-year
sentences and imposed
fines of Rs50,000 each
under Section 186 (ob-
structing a public ser-
vant in the discharge of
public functions) of the

Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC).

They were also sen-
tenced to two years each
under Section 353 (as-
sault or criminal force to
deter a public servant
from discharging his
duty) of the PPC.

Jailed, sentenced,
re-arrested

The couple has
been in jail since their
arrest on Jan 23 in a case
registered against them
for protesting outside
the IHC and allegedly
manhandling the IHC
Bar Association presi-
dent.  The arrest
prompted criticism by

rights bodies, politicians
and journalists, who
stressed the couple’s
right to a fair trial.

Just a day later, a
sessions court sen-
tenced them to 17 years
on multiple charges un-
der the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act in
the controversial social
media posts case. The
convictions were widely
condemned by lawyers
and United Nations
(UN) experts.

On September 17,
following months of liti-
gation before the courts,
the SC suspended their
sentences in the case.


