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Tragic Gas Leak inside Duki Coal Mine
Claims One Life, Leaves Two Injured

Polling under way for NA-77, PP-203
by-elections in Punjab

File Photo: FO Spokesperson Sajjad Haider Khan addresses a
weekly press briefing in Islamabad

Hussain Zarkoon:

DUKI — A fatal gas leak inside a
coal mine in the Ulta area of Duki
district  resulted  in the  death of
one miner, while two others were
left injured on Saturday.

Local sources confirmed that

toxic  gas  accumulated  rapidly
within the mine shaft, asphyxiat-
ing  the workers on duty. Emer-
gency rescue efforts pulled three

men  from  the  pit,  but  one  suc-
cumbed to the toxic fumes shortly
after.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Faiz Muhammad Khan,
son of Saltanat Khan, a resident
of Swat Ghashin belonging to the
Swati Syed tribe. The two injured
miners, identified as Muhammad

Tariq (son of Syed Jamshed) and
Samiullah (son of Waroki), also
belong  to  the  Swati  Syed com-
munity.  Both  surviving  miners

Qaseem Shah

Quetta : Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti has announced
that the province’s new 150-bed
cardiac    hospital  under  the
Balochistan Institute of Cardio-
vascular  Diseases  (BICVD)  is
nearing  completion  and  is  ex-
pected  to  be  inaugurated  next
month.

The  development  is  being
viewed as a major step towards
improving  cardiac  healthcare,
heart  disease  diagnosis  and
specialised cardiac treatment in
Balochistan, particularly for pa-
tients who currently face difficul-
ties accessing advanced cardio-
vascular services.

A high-level meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti
reviewed  the  progress  of  the
BICVD cardiac hospital in Quetta,
including  construction  work,
medical facilities, administrative
arrangements  and  preparations
for  making  the  hospital  fully
operational.Officials briefed the
meeting that the hospital has en-
tered its final stages of comple-
tion. The meeting also reviewed
arrangements  for  strengthening
the administrative  and medical
structure of the institution.

The appointment of Dr Jalal
Khan as head of the Balochistan
Institute of Cardiovascular Dis-
eases was also approved, while
the meeting discussed measures
to  ensure  that  the newly estab-

lished  cardiac  facility  becomes
functional  in  accordance  with
modern medical requirements.

The provincial  government
said  the  expansion  of  cardiac
treatment facilities in Balochistan

would help improve access to di-
agnosis  and  treatment  for  pa-
tients suffering from cardiovas-
cular diseases.

Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti has announced
150-BedCardiac Hospital Nears Completion

were rushed to a nearby medical
facility for urgent treatment.

A Pattern of Neglect: Hazard-
ous  Conditions  in  Balochistan
Coal MinesThis fatal incident is
far from an isolated event. Haz-
ardous and substandard working
conditions inside the coal mines
of Balochistan have claimed thou-

sands  of  precious  human  lives
over  the  decades,  turning  the
region’s  mines  into  dangerous
death traps for poor laborers.

Tragic Gas Leak inside Duki Coal Mine Claims One Life,
Leaves Two Injured

Pakistan Customs Foils Drug
Smuggling Bid from Balochistan to Karachi,

Seizes 51kg Hashish
NEWS DESK:

Quetta  :  Pakistan  Customs  has
foiled an attempt to smuggle 51
kilograms  of  hashish  (charas)
from Balochistan to Karachi, seiz-
ing narcotics and a  truck worth
an estimated Rs239.5 million, of-
ficials said.

The action was carried  out
by Customs Enforcement at  the
Digital  Enforcement  Station
Khurkhera on the RCD Highway.
Officials intercepted a truck alleg-
edly being used to transport nar-
cotics concealed  in  secret com-
partments.

According to Pakistan Cus-
toms,  the  smugglers  had  alleg-
edly hidden the 51kg hashish be-
neath  a  consignment  of  carrots

in an attempt to evade detection.
The truck driver was arrested at
the  scene  and  the  vehicle  was
taken into custody.

Preliminary  investigations
revealed that the narcotics were
allegedly being transported from
Gulistan, Balochistan, to Karachi.
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Social Media and Youth Mental Health: The Growing Need
for Real Connections in Balochistan

By Ali Hamza Khan:
Social media has become
a central part of modern
life,  particularly  for
young  people.   From
checking  notifications
after waking up to scroll-
ing  through  TikTok,
Instagram,  Facebook
and  Snapchat  before
going  to  sleep,  digital
platforms  increasingly
shape  how  young
people  communicate,
study,  form  relation-
ships and perceive them-
selves.

Although  social
media offers opportuni-
ties  for  learning,  net-
working  and entertain-
ment, its excessive use
can also raise concerns
about  mental  health,
loneliness, anxiety  and
declining  self-esteem.
Behind  the  attractive
photographs,  trending
videos and carefully ed-
ited lifestyles lies an im-
portant  question:  are
young people becoming
more connected digitally
while growing more iso-
lated in their real lives?

For  the  youth  of
Balochistan,  this ques-
tion deserves particular
attention as digital plat-
forms  become  an  in-
creasingly  important
source  of  communica-
tion, entertainment and
social acceptance.

Social  Media  and
Youth  Mental  Health:
The Loneliness Paradox

Social media prom-
ised  to  bring  people
closer  together  by  re-
moving  geographical
barriers. Today,  a  stu-
dent in Quetta can com-
municate instantly with
someone in Canada, ex-
change  ideas  and  de-
velop friendships across
cultures.  These  plat-
forms have made infor-
mation and communica-
tion  more  accessible
than ever before.

However,   online
connectivity does not al-
ways provide  the  emo-
tional  support  that
people need.

Young people  may
have hundreds or thou-
sands  of  followers  but
still  struggle  to  find
someone who will listen
when  they  experience
academic failure, family
difficulties, heartbreak or
emotional  distress.  An
online  audience  does
not  necessarily  trans-
late  into  a  dependable
support network.

Face-to-face  com-
munication offers forms
of connection that digi-
tal  interaction may  not

fully reproduce, includ-
ing body language, per-
sonal  presence,  empa-
thy and the reassurance
of  being  genuinely
heard.

This does not mean
online  friendships  are
meaningless. Rather, it
highlights  the  impor-
tance of balancing digi-
tal  relationships  with
meaningful  interaction
in everyday life.

Social Media Com-
parison  and  Low  Self-
Esteem

One  of  the  major
concerns  surrounding
social media and youth
mental health is the pres-
sure  to  compare  per-
sonal lives with the care-
fully  selected  experi-
ences of others.

Instagram  feeds
and  short-form  videos
often  showcase  expen-
sive clothes, successful
careers,  university
achievements, holidays
in Ziarat and apparently
perfect lifestyles. The fi-
nancial difficulties, dis-
appointments  and  per-
sonal  struggles  behind
these images  are much
less visible.

When  young
people  in  Balochistan
compare their everyday
circumstances  with
these idealised portray-
als,  they  may  begin  to
feel unsuccessful, unat-
tractive or left behind.

This  comparison
can  contribute  to  low
self-esteem and the fear
of  missing  out,  com-
monly known as FOMO.
Young  users  may  feel
that other people are en-
joying  better  l ives,
achieving  greater  suc-
cess and building stron-
ger relationships.

The pressure to ap-
pear attractive, wealthy,
popular  or  constantly
happy can make social
media  emotionally  ex-
hausting.  Some  users
begin  to  judge  their
worth by the number of
likes,  comments  and
shares  their  posts  re-
ceive. A  post  that  at-
tracts  little  attention
may lead to disappoint-
ment, embarrassment or
self-doubt.

When external ap-
proval  becomes  the
main  measure  of  per-
sonal value, confidence
can become dependent
on  the  reactions  of
strangers rather than in-
dividual abilities, char-
acter and achievements.

Young people need
to  understand  that  so-
cial media displays se-

lected moments, not the
complete  reality  of
someone’s life.

Social Media Addic-
tion, Sleep and Concen-
tration

Excessive  social
media use can become a
difficult habit to control.
Features  such  as  end-
less  scroll ing,
personalised recommen-
dations, frequent notifi-
cations  and  unpredict-
able feedback encourage
users  to  return  to  their
screens repeatedly.

Likes,  comments
and other forms of digi-
tal recognition can acti-
vate the brain’s reward
system,  reinforcing  the
desire to check notifica-
tions  and  seek  further
engagement.  For  some
users,  this  pattern  can
interfere with everyday
responsibilities.

Students  are  par-
t icularly  vulnerable
when social media begins
to affect their sleep, aca-
demic concentration and
family relationships.

Using a phone late
at  night can delay bed-
time and disrupt healthy
sleep routines. Frequent
interruptions from noti-
fications  can  make  it
harder to concentrate on
lectures,  assignments
and examination prepa-
ration.

A  student  who  re-
peatedly  switches  be-
tween studying and so-
cial media may struggle
to maintain focus, while
excessive  screen  time
can  reduce  opportuni-
ties for physical activity
and  in-person  interac-

tion.
The impact extends

beyond  academic  per-
formance. Families may
spend  time  together  in
the same room while re-
maining  absorbed  in
separate digital conver-
sations. As a result, op-
portunities for meaning-
ful discussion and emo-
tional support can dimin-
ish.

Healthy digital hab-
its are  therefore essen-
tial to maintaining a bal-
ance  between  technol-
ogy,  education, rest and
personal relationships.

Why Young People
in Balochistan Seek Be-
longing Online

At  the heart of  so-
cial media use lies a ba-
sic human need: belong-
ing.

Every  young  per-
son  wants  to  feel  ac-
cepted,  respected  and
valued.  Young  people
also need opportunities
to  express  themselves,
explore  their  interests
and develop a  sense of
identity.

In many communi-
ties across Balochistan,
opportunities  for
organised  recreational
activities,  youth  clubs,
cultural programmes and
accessible mental health
services may be limited.
Some young people also
find it difficult to discuss
emotional  challenges
openly  with  parents,
teachers or other adults.

When  meaningful
support  is  difficult  to
find at home, in univer-
sities  or  within  local
communities, online plat-

forms can become an al-
ternative source of com-
panionship  and  accep-
tance.

Digital communities
can  offer  genuine  ben-
efits. They allow young
people to share creative
work, learn new skills,
discuss  common  inter-
ests  and  connect  with
others  who  understand
their experiences.

However, not every
online  community  pro-
motes healthy  relation-
ships.  Some  expose
young  users  to
cyberbullying,  hateful
content,   unrealistic
beauty  standards  and
harmful  social  pres-
sures.

Addressing  this
challenge requires more
than  asking  young
people  to  spend  less
time on their phones. It
also  requires  creating
supportive  environ-
ments  where  they  can
find friendship, recogni-
tion and purpose in real
life.

How  to  Improve
Digital   Well-Being
Among Young People

Reducing the harm-
ful effects of social me-
dia  does  not  require
abandoning  technology
altogether. Digital plat-
forms can support edu-
cation, professional de-
velopment, social aware-
ness and creative expres-
sion when used respon-
sibly.

The priority should
be  to  promote  digital
well-being  and  help
young  people  develop
healthier  relationships

with technology.
What Young People

Can DoYoung users can
begin  by  setting  realis-
tic  screen-time  limits,
switching  off  unneces-
sary  notifications  and
avoiding  excessive
phone  use  before  bed-
time. They  should  also
review the accounts they
follow and prioritise con-
tent that supports learn-
ing,  creativity  and per-
sonal growth.

Taking  regular
breaks from social media
can  provide  more  time
for  studying,  exercise,
reading  and  spending
time  with  friends  and
family.

Joining  a  sports
team, participating in a
literary society, learning
a practical skill or meet-
ing friends without con-
stantly  checking  a
phone  can  help
strengthen real-world re-
lationships.

Young  people
should  also  remember
that their personal worth
cannot  be  accurately
measured  through  fol-
lowers,  likes  or  online
popularity.

The Role of Parents
and Teachers

Parents  and  teach-
ers  have  an  important
role in protecting youth
mental health. However,
criticism,  punishment
and  comparisons  with
other children may dis-
courage  young  people
from discussing their dif-
ficulties.

Instead,   adults
should  encourage  open
conversations,  l isten

without  immediately
passing judgement and
take emotional distress
seriously.

Changes  in
behaviour,  persistent
withdrawal or  signs of
anxiety should prompt a
supportive  conversa-
tion  rather  than  auto-
matic criticism. Where
emotional  difficulties
persist,   professional
mental  health  support
may be appropriate.

Schools  and  col-
leges  should  also  help
students understand re-
sponsible social media
use,   online  privacy,
cyberbullying  and  the
importance  of  seeking
help  when  they  feel
overwhelmed.

Creating  an  envi-
ronment in which young
people can talk openly
about  loneliness  and
emotional distress is an
important step towards
reducing stigma around
mental health.

What  Universities
in  Balochistan  Should
Do.Universities, includ-
ing  the  University  of
Balochistan, can play a
constructive role in pro-
moting  student  mental
health and digital aware-
ness.

Educational institu-
tions  should  work  to-
wards providing acces-
sible  and  confidential
counselling  services,
organising  regular
awareness  sessions  on
digital  well-being  and
offering  guidance  on
managing  online  pres-
sure.

Universities  can
also strengthen campus
life by expanding oppor-
tunities  for  sports,  de-
bates, literary activities,
cultural events, student
societies  and  commu-
nity service.

These  activit ies
can  help  students  de-
velop  friendships,  dis-
cover their interests and
feel connected to a wider
community.

For  students  who
struggle with isolation,
a supportive campus en-
vironment  can  provide
opportunities  to  build
confidence and relation-
ships  beyond  the  digi-
tal world.

The Responsibility
of  Society  and
Policymakers

Promoting  youth
mental  health  is  not
solely the responsibility
of individuals and their
families. Educational in-
stitutions,  community
organisations,  technol-

ogy  companies  and
policymakers also have
a role to play.

Digital  platforms
should  take  concerns
such  as  cyberbullying,
harmful content and ex-
cessive engagement se-
riously.  Communities
and  public  institutions
should  also  invest  in
recreational  facilities,
youth  development
programmes and acces-
sible  mental  health
support.In Balochistan,
where  young  people
represent  an  important
source  of  future  social
and economic progress,
investing in  their well-
being is an investment in
the province itself.

Conclusion:  Real
Relationships  Matter
More Than Online Likes

The  youth  of
Balochistan possess tal-
ent,  creativity  and  the
ability  to  contribute
meaningfully to society.
Their value does not de-
pend  on  their  appear-
ance  in  filtered  photo-
graphs,  the  number  of
followers they attract or
the  popularity  of  their
online posts.

Social media can be
a  useful  tool,   but  i t
should  not  become  the
principal  measure  of
happiness,  success  or
self-worth.

Young people need
genuine  friendships,
emotional  support,  op-
portunities  to  develop
their abilities and envi-
ronments in which they
can express themselves
without fear of rejection.
These needs cannot al-
ways be fulfilled through
a screen.

Families, universi-
ties  and  communities
must  work  together  to
ensure that digital con-
nectivity  complements
rather than replaces hu-
man relationships.

The real measure of
connection  is  not  how
many people  follow  us
online, but whether we
have someone who lis-
tens when we are strug-
gling,  supports  us dur-
ing  difficult  moments
and accepts us for who
we are.

Young  people
should  be  encouraged
to  use  technology
wisely,  protect  their
mental health and build
meaningful relationships
in their everyday lives.

The  goal  is  not  to
disconnect from the digi-
tal world, but  to recon-
nect with ourselves and
the people around us.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A  devastating  hail-
storm  accompanied
by  powerful  winds
has  caused  wide-
spread  destruction
across  Qila  Saifullah
district in Balochistan,
damaging more than 7
million fruit trees and
affecting  nearly
18,000  farmers  and
landowners.
       The storm struck
on April 18,  severely
impacting  one of  the
province’s  most  im-
portant  horticultural
regions  and  leaving
thousands  of  rural
families  facing major
economic uncertainty.

The  disaster
caused  extensive
damage  to  orchards,
agricultural  land, and
seasonal  crops,  par-
ticularly apple,

apricot, and grape
farms  that  form  the
backbone of  the  local
economy.

Farmers  say

years  of  hard  work
and  investment  were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local  growers
have  described  the
situation  as  cata-
strophic, warning that
many  families  may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without  im-
mediate  government
assistance.

Agriculture  re-
mains  the  primary
source  of  income  for
a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s

  population,  and
the destruction of fruit
orchards  is  expected
to  have  long-term
economic  conse-
quences  for  the  re-
gion.

Residents  and
farming  communities
have  expressed  frus-
tration over delays  in
relief  and  compensa-

tion  efforts.
  Many  affected

farmers claim that of-
ficial  assessment  and
rehabilitation  mea-
sures have been  slow
despite  the  scale  of

destruction.
Calls are growing

for  the provincial and
federal  governments
to  announce  emer-
gency  compensation
packages,  interest-

free agricultural loans,
and  recovery  support
for affected communi-
ties.

Farmers and local
representatives  are
also demanding resto-

ration  of damaged  ir-
rigation  systems  and
the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help  rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related  disas-

ters.
They  argue  that

without  urgent  inter-
vention,  the  crisis
could deepen poverty
and  unemployment
across  the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm  has  once
again highlighted  the
vulnerability  of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather  events.  Ex-
perts  warn  that  cli-
mate-related  disas-
ters,  including  hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash  floods,  are  be-
coming  increasingly
frequent  in  the  prov-
ince, placing additional
pressure  on  farmers
already struggling with
limited  infrastructure
and  rising production
costs.

Analysts  say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems,  cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies,

and  faster  emer-
gency  response
mechanisms  are  es-
sential to protect rural
livelihoods and ensure
long-term stability  in
Balochistan’s farming
sector.
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Gwadar MPA Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman Inspects

Ankara Dam Road Rehabilitation
Project Worth Rs98.9 Million

Balochistan Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
Visits Former Prime Minister Chaudhry Shujaat

Hussain to Inquire About His Health

No Recovery Decision Made in PAC Meeting, Balochistan
Communications and Works Department Clarifies

University of Turbat Faculty Member Dr. Muhammad
Tariq Durra Earns PhD from University of Georgia, USA

Balochistan Adviser Naseemur
Rehman Khan Malakhail Calls for

Following Allama Iqbal’s Philosophy
on 149th Birth Anniversary

QUETTA: The Commu-
nications  and  Works
(C&W)  Department,
Government  of
Balochistan,  has  clari-
fied that no decision re-
garding any financial re-
covery was made during
the recent meeting of the
Public Accounts  Com-
mittee (PAC), terming re-
ports  circulating on  so-
cial media in this regard
misleading and factually
incorrect.

In an official clarifi-
cation,  the  department
stated that the proceed-
ings of the PAC meeting
were being presented out
of  context,  creating  a
misleading  impression
about  decisions  alleg-
edly taken regarding fi-
nancial recoveries.

According  to  the
statement, a meeting of
the  Public  Accounts
Committee was held on
November 6, 2026, under
the chairmanship of PAC
Chairman Asghar Tareen
to  review  audit  para-
graphs  relating  to  the
department for the finan-
cial year 2022-23.

LAHORE, Novem-
ber 8: Balochistan
Governor  Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail visited the
residence of Pakistan
Muslim League-Quaid
(PML-Q)  President
and former Prime Min-
ister Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain  in Lahore  on
Saturday  to  inquire
about  his  health  and
well-being.

During  the  visit,
Governor Mandokhail
expressed  his  sincere
wishes  for  Chaudhry
Shujaat  Hussain's
speedy  and  complete
recovery  and  prayed
for his good health.

On  the  occasion,
the Balochistan gover-
nor  described
Chaudhry  Shujaat
Hussain  as  a  senior

political leader of the
country,  emphasizing
the importance of his

health and well-being.
G o v e r n o r

Mandokhail  also  of-

fered  prayers  for  his
early recovery and ex-
pressed  his  best

wishes for his contin-
ued  health  and
wellness.

Only  four  audit
paragraphs were  taken
up for discussion during
the meeting, while  the
remaining agenda  was
deferred  until the next
meeting  scheduled  for
November 30, 2026.

Regarding an audit
paragraph  concerning
the  non-development
budget, the department
explained  that  the  Fi-
nance Department  had
released Rs12.11 billion
under  various  heads
during the financial year
2022-23, out  of which
Rs2.83 billion remained
unutilized. The depart-
ment attributed the sav-
ings  to  vacant  posi-
tions, resulting in lower
salary expenditures, as
well  as  savings  under
other recurring expendi-
ture heads.  The commit-
tee expressed  satisfac-
tion  with  the
department's  explana-
tion and settled the rel-
evant audit paragraph.

Regarding another
audit paragraph involv-
ing the unutilized devel-
opment  budget  of

Rs269 million,  the  de-
partment  informed  the
committee  that  the
amount represented ap-
proximately 0.85 percent
of the total Rs31.53 bil-
lion released by the Fi-
nance Department.

The  department
also  presented  reasons
for the non-utilization of
the funds. After review-
ing the explanation, the
committee  expressed
satisfaction and settled
this audit paragraph as
well. The third matter re-
lated  to  alleged excess
payments amounting to
Rs90.341 million across
various  building  divi-
sions,  covered  under
Audit  Paragraph  No.
4.2.1  involving 25 dis-
tricts. However, the de-
partment  clarified  that
only the cases concern-
ing Sherani and Lasbela
districts were discussed
during the November 6
meeting. Regarding de-
velopment  projects  in
Sherani district, an ex-
penditure of Rs151,000
on the cutting and clear-
ing  of  wild  plants  and

bushes was questioned.
The  department  in-
formed  the  committee
that  relevant  photo-
graphic evidence would
be provided to the audit
team.

In the case  involv-
ing the Executive Engi-
neer  (XEN), Buildings
Division Lasbela, the de-
partment  sought  addi-
tional time to submit a
detailed response.

 The committee was
informed  that  the  con-
cerned  executive  engi-
neer had retired and that
the relevant record was
being compiled to pre-
pare  a  comprehensive
reply.

The C&W Depart-
ment categorically clari-
fied that no other audit
paragraphs,  apart  from
the four taken up during
the  meeting,  were  dis-
cussed.  It  therefore  re-
jected  social media  re-
ports  suggesting  that
recovery  decisions  had
been made, emphasizing
that such claims should
not be presented as de-
cisions of the Public Ac-

counts Committee.
PAC  Chairman

Asghar Tareen directed
the department  to  sub-
mit  detailed  responses
to  the  pending  audit
paragraphs  at  the  next
meeting  on  November
30, 2026.

He  also  directed
that meetings of the De-
partmental  Accounts
Committee  (DAC)  be
convened  under  the
chairmanship of the Sec-
retary Communications
and Works for the years
in which DAC meetings
had not yet been held.

The  Communica-
tions and Works Depart-
ment urged media orga-
nizations and social me-
dia users to verify infor-
mation before  publish-
ing reports about official
meetings  and  ensure
that  proceedings  are
presented  accurately
and in their proper con-
text. The department re-
iterated that no recovery
decision was taken dur-
ing the November 6 PAC
meeting and termed con-
trary reports misleading.

TURBAT: Dr.
Muhammad  Tariq
Durra, a faculty mem-
ber at the University of
Turbat,  has  success-
fully  completed  his
PhD in Education from
the University of Geor-
gia, United States.

According  to  a
statement  issued  by

the  University  of
Turbat spokesperson,
Dr. Tariq successfully
defended his doctoral
research  dissertation
at  the  University  of
Georgia on November
7,  2026. Vice  Chan-
cellor  Professor  Dr.
Gul Hasan,  Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr. Kamal

Ahmed,  Dean  of  the
Faculty of Social Sci-
ences Dr. Muhammad
Tahir  Hakim,  Chair-
person of the Depart-
ment  of  Education
Ruqayya  Mirwani,
and the entire univer-
sity  community  con-
gratulated Dr. Tariq on
this  remarkable  aca-
demic  achievement.

In his congratula-
tory  message,  Vice

Chancellor  Professor
Dr.  Gul  Hasan  de-
scribed  the  achieve-
ment  as  a  matter  of
pride  for  the  Univer-
sity of Turbat,  saying
it  reflected  Dr.
Muhammad  Tariq's
hard work, dedication,
and academic insight.

He  further  high-
lighted  the  growing
number of PhD-quali-
fied  faculty  members

at  the  University  of
Turbat, describing this
development as an im-
portant  step  towards
promoting quality  re-
search  and  strength-
ening  the university's
academic  standards.

The university ad-
ministration expressed
its best wishes for Dr.
Tariq's continued aca-
demic  and  profes-
sional success.

GWADAR:  Member
of the Balochistan Pro-
vincial  Assembly
Maulana  Hidayat  ur
Rehman Baloch visited
the  project  site  of  the
Ankara Dam Road con-
struction  and  rehabili-
tation  scheme  to  in-

spect  the  ongoing  de-
velopment  work.

The  Ankara  Dam
Road had  remained  in
poor  condition  for  a
long  time,  causing  se-
rious transportation dif-
ficulties for residents of
surrounding  areas.

Following the spe-
cial efforts of Maulana
Hidayat  ur  Rehman
Baloch, the project was
included  in  the
Balochistan  Sustain-
able Development  Ini-
tiative  (BSDI),  paving
the  way  for  the  com-
mencement  of  con-
struction  work.

According  to
project  details,  the  re-
habilitation  scheme

covers  approximately
5.7  kilometres of  road
with a width of 12 feet
and  has  an  estimated
cost  of  Rs98,996,689
( a p p r o x i m a t e l y
Rs98.99 million).

The  project  in-
cludes  road  carpeting

and the construction of
four  pipe  culverts  to
improve  drainage  and
ensure better road con-
nectivity.

Speaking  during
his  visit,   Maulana
Hidayat  ur  Rehman
Baloch  said  practical
measures  were  being
taken to fulfil promises
made to the public and
provide essential infra-
structure  facilities.

He  described  the
rehabilitation of Ankara
Dam  Road  as  part  of
these ongoing develop-
ment  efforts.

He  further  stated
that efforts would con-
tinue to connect all ru-
ral  areas  of  Gwadar

district through an im-
proved  road  network.

The MPA also said
that construction work
on roads in various ar-
eas  of  Ormara  tehsil
had  commenced  fol-
lowing the  completion
of approval and tender-

ing  processes.
He  added  that  the

rehabilitation of the im-
portant  road,  which
was damaged by recent
rainfall, would provide
relief  to  residents  of
Dotga,  Ormara,  and
adjoining areas by im-
proving  travel  condi-
tions and ensuring safer
transportation.

The completion of
both road development
projects  is expected  to
improve  connectivity
across  rural  and
coastal  areas  of
Gwadar  district  while
supporting  public mo-
bility, economic activi-
ties,  and  commercial
growth.

QUETTA: Provincial
Adviser  for  Environ-
ment  and  Climate
Change  Naseemur
Rehman  Khan
Malakhail, in his mes-
sage on  the  occasion
of Allama Muhammad
Iqbal’s birth  anniver-
sary on November  9,
congratulated  the en-
tire nation on the 149th
birth  anniversary  of
the great philosopher,
thinker of  Islam,  and
Poet of  the East.

He  said  that  No-
vember 9 is not merely
a day commemorating
the birth of a great per-
sonality  but  also  an
occasion  for  intellec-
tual  awakening  and
the revival of the spirit
of selfhood (Khudi).

The provincial ad-
viser  stated  that
through  his visionary
thoughts  and  extraor-
dinary poetry, Allama
Iqbal  awakened  the
Muslim Ummah from

intellectual  slumber.
His  philosophy  of
Khudi,  he  added,
teaches human dignity,
self-respect, and  con-
tinuous struggle.

He  said  that
Allama  Iqbal  laid  the
intellectual foundation
of  the Two-Nation

Theory and  envi-
sioned  a  separate
homeland for the Mus-
lims of  the  subconti-
nent, a dream that was
ultimately realized un-
der  the  leadership of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad  Ali
Jinnah.

N a s e e m u r
Rehman  Khan
Malakhail emphasized
that following Allama
Iqbal's philosophy has
become  more  impor-
tant  than  ever  to  ad-
dress  the  challenges
facing Pakistan today.

He  noted  that
Iqbal described young
people as  "Shaheens"

(eagles),  expecting
them  to  demonstrate
high aspirations, self-
respect,  and  positive
thinking.

He  urged  the
younger generation to
embody  the  qualities
of Iqbal's Shaheen and
actively  contribute  to
the country's progress,
national unity, and sta-
bility.

On  the  occasion
of Iqbal Day, the pro-
vincial  adviser  reaf-
firmed  the  commit-
ment  to  eliminating
prejudice,  sectarian-
ism, and hopelessness
while  promoting
Allama  Iqbal's  prin-
ciples of  unity,  disci-
pline, and selfhood.

He  said  that
spreading Iqbal's mes-
sage  and  putting  his
teachings into practice
would help  transform
Pakistan into a strong,
dignified, and peaceful
state.
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Sindh CM declares Tharparkar drought-hit,
orders relief measures

Siblings acquitted in blasphemy
case after 20 years

President Zardari, PM Shehbaz wish
Hindu community on Diwali, reaffirm

commitment to minority rights

Governor invites Chinese investors
to explore KP’s potential

Woman alleges harassment by ex-husband on
court premises

NEWS DESK:A British
Pakistani woman pursu-
ing maintenance litiga-
tion against her former
husband for  their three
daughters  has  alleged
harassment and intimi-
dation  by  him  on  the
court’s premises.
In  her  application  sub-
mitted to the Islampura
police, the complainant,
Laleen, alleged that she
had visited the sessions
court  for  a  hearing
against her ex-husband,
a businessman.
She  had  obtained  a
Khula (judicial divorce)
from  him  seven  years
earlier  and  a  guardian
court  had  decided  the
matter of the daughters’
custody  in  her  favour,
which attained finality.

The woman alleged
that  upon  exiting  the
courtroom, she was con-
fronted  by  her  former
husband alongside uni-
dentified individuals.

She  claimed  the
men harassed her, hurled
verbal abuse and contin-
ued issuing threats even
in the judge’s chamber.

LHC dismisses plea
challenging  guardian
court’s  decision  on
maintenance allowance
for three daughters

According  to  the
complaint  filed  on  Oct
23, the former husband
repeatedly  demanded
custody of their daugh-
ters,   issued  death
threats,  and  physically
shoved her.

The  complainant

further alleged that the
suspects prevented  her
from dialling the police
helpline (15) or immedi-
ately reaching the police
station,  subjecting  her
to  severe  mental  dis-
tress  before  she  man-
aged to escape.

Despite  providing
video evidence, she al-
leged, the police were re-
luctant to register a case.

However,  the  in-
quiry officer concerned
at Islampura Police Sta-
tion told Dawn that the
matter had been investi-
gated but no cognisable
offence was made out.

Laleen  has  ap-
pealed to Punjab Chief
Minister  Maryam

“Given  CM
Maryam Nawaz’s work
for women and children,
I request her support in
the matter,” the woman
stated.

She  also  seeks  re-
moval  of  her  youngest
daughter’s name from the
Exit Control List.

A family court had
awarded  each daughter
Rs100,000 per month in
maintenance from Janu-
ary  2017,  along  with
educational  expenses
and  a  10pc  annual  in-
crease.

The father had chal-
lenged the decree, argu-
ing that the maintenance
amount  was  excessive
and beyond his means.

obligations by conceal-
ing  his  assets  and  in-
come.

The  court  noted
that the educational ex-
penses  reflected  the
standard  of  living  the
children  had  enjoyed
before  the  marital  dis-
pute  and  that  a  father
could  not  reduce  that
standard  merely  be-
cause the children were
now residing with their
mother.

It  held  that  the
maintenance must corre-
spond to the children’s
needs,   social   back-
ground, educational re-
quirements  and  the
father’s financial stand-
ing.

Nawaz, urging her to in-
tervene and ensure jus-
tice.

“I  have  been
cleared in numerous ma-
licious cases,” she said.

However,   the
Lahore High Court (LHC)
upheld the decision, dis-
missing his appeal  and
ruling that a father can-
not  evade  his  financial

NEWS DESK:The Su-
preme  Court on  Satur-
day acquitted two broth-
ers in a blasphemy case
under Section 295-C of
the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC), setting aside their
death sentences  earlier
upheld  by  the  Lahore
High Court (LHC) over a
decade ago.
A three-judge SC bench,
headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan Yahya Afridi
and comprising Justices
Shakeel  Ahmad  and
Ishtiaq Ibrahim, took up
criminal appeals against
the Sept 17, 2015 deci-
sion of the LHC.

The  brothers,
Liaqat  Ali  and  Umar
Draz, have spent around
20  years  behind  bars.
They were convicted by
a  sessions  judge  in
Jhang  on  March  27,
2006. The trial court sen-
tenced both brothers to
death and imposed a fine
of Rs500,000 each, with
five years’ rigorous im-
prisonment  in  default.
The  high  court  dis-
missed their appeals and
upheld the convictions.

The main SC judge-
ment  was  authored  by
Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim.
Justice Shakeel Ahmad
concurred with the order
but also annexed an ad-
ditional note.According

to the complaint, Umar
Draz had begun making
explicit  blasphemous
statements, leading to a
marital dispute between
him  and  his  wife  that
culminated in divorce on
March 13, 2006. Draz ex-
plicitly affirmed in writ-
ing his conversion from
Islam in the divorce pa-
pers.

During the return of
his former wife’s dowry
articles, a written docu-
ment  auth-ored  by  co-
appellant Liaqat Ali was
recovered.  It  also  con-
tained  blasphemous
assertions.On March 18,
2006,  when  the  com-
plainant and witnesses
confronted the brothers

over the alleged blasphe-
mous material, both ap-
pellants  acknowledged
and  verified  the  con-
tents  of  the  documents
and  unequivocally  de-
clared their willingness
to  reiterate  their asser-
tions before any forum.

Before the SC, their
counsel  confined  his
submissions to the plea
of mental unsoundness,
arguing  that  the  appel-
lants lacked the requisite
mens rea (guilty mind) at
the  time of  the  alleged
offence.

The  SC  examined
three psychiatric assess-
ments. An initial three-
member medical board at
DHQ  Hospital ,

Faisalabad, found both
appellants  mentally
sound in 2007. However,
an eight-member Board
of  Certification  diag-
nosed them with “bipo-
lar  affective  disorder
with  psychotic  symp-
toms”  in  2023.A  nine-
member Board of Certifi-
cation in September 2025
concluded  that  both
brothers were suffering
from  “bipolar  disorder
current episode manic”.
It  described  the  condi-
tion as a chronic illness
that was most likely per-
manent  in  acute  cases,
with absent insight and
an  inability  to  under-
stand  their  acts  at  the
time.

NEWS DESK:Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Saturday said the prov-
ince was rich in natural
resources  and  mineral
reserves,  offering  in-
vestment  opportunities
in  the  minerals  sector
and other fields.
“Hold  consultations
with our relevant advis-
ers and officials on po-
tential   investment
projects in the province
and develop viable pro-
posals  for  further  con-
sideration,”  the  gover-
nor  told  members  of  a
Chinese delegation dur-
ing a meeting at Gover-
nor House here.

The  meeting,  at-
tended by a delegation
of  Chinese  investors,
focused  on  investment
opportunities  in  the
province,

particularly  in  the
minerals sector, as well
as  the  potential  for  in-
vestment in its economic
zones,  according  to  a
statement issued by the
governor’s office.

The  governor  told
the  Chinese  investors
that  they could  benefit
from the investment po-
tential of  the economic
zones established across
the province.

Assures them of all
possible facilities, sup-
port

He said that all pos-
sible facilities and sup-
port would be extended
to  investors,  enabling
them to put their money
in the province with con-

fidence.
Mr Kundi  also ad-

vised  investors  to hold
consultations  with  his
relevant advisers and of-
ficials from departments
on potential investment
projects and develop vi-
able  proposals  for  fur-
ther consideration.

Meanwhile,   the
governor addressed  the
inaugural  ceremony  of
the two-day 16th confer-
ence of the Pakistan As-
sociation  of  Oral  and

Maxillofacial Surgeons
here.

He  said  the  prov-
ince  faced  enormous
challenges,  including
terrorism, displacement
and prolonged instabil-
ity,

which  had  placed
additional  pressure  on
the  healthcare  system
and other essential pub-
lic  services,  according
to another statement is-
sued by  the  governor’s
office.

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and  President Asif Ali
Zardari  on  Sunday  ex-
tended greetings to  the
Hindu community in Pa-
kistan and worldwide on
the occasion of Diwali,
reaffirming their commit-
ment to minority rights.
Diwali is a Hindu festi-
val  involving  lighting
candles,  worship,  cel-
ebrations and prayers. It
is celebrated to mark the
day  when  Hindu  deity
Lord  Rama  returned
home  after  his 14-year
exile. It is a five-day fes-
tival  and  during  this
time, houses are cleaned
and  windows  are
opened  to  welcome
Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth.

PM  Shehbaz  calls
for interfaith harmony

In  his  message  on
the  occasion,   PM
Shehbaz said, “The fes-
tival of lights conveys a
profound  message  of
promoting peaceful  co-
existence in human rela-
tions and social life.

“The enduring  be-
lief in a bright, prosper-
ous  and  hopeful  future
is one of the most cher-
ished  attributes  of
Diwali.”

He  described  the
Hindu community as “a
valued and integral part
of our national fabric”.

“The  diverse  cul-

tural and religious tradi-
tions within our society
constitute  a  valuable
social  asset.  Pakistan
takes immense pride in
its religious and cultural
diversity,” he added.

The premier reiter-
ated  the  government’s
commitment to protect-
ing the religious and civil
rights  of minorities,  as
guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of Pakistan.

“The  Constitution

NEWS DESK:Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah  on  Saturday  de-
clared  Tharparkar  a
drought-affected district
after reviewing the situ-
ation  and  the  severe
crop  losses.
He directed the relevant
departments to begin re-
lief  work  immediately
and to ensure that drink-
ing water and essential
supplies were available
to  the  affected popula-
tion.

Presiding  over  a
meeting  at   the  CM
House,  Mr  Shah  was
briefed on drought-like
conditions  in  all  seven
talukas of the district.

The  meeting  was
attended, among others,
by  MNA  Dr  Mahesh
Malani;  MPAs  Dost
Muhammad Rahimoon,
Qasim Soomro, Faqeer
Sher Muhammad Bilalani
and  Arbab  Lutfullah;
Chief  Secretary  Asif
Hyder  Shah;  Senior
Member of the Board of
Revenue Khalid Hyder
Shah;  and  Mirpurkhas
Commissio-ner Shahmir
Bhutto.

According  to  a
press  statement  issued
by  the  CM  House,  the
briefing revealed that all

seven talukas were fac-
ing drought-like condi-
tions, with 85 to 90 per
cent of cultivated crops
either destroyed or ren-
dered  unproductive.
The  agriculture  exten-
sion  department  put
crop losses at around 90
per cent, while field re-
ports  from  assistant
commissioners  and
mukhtiarkars confirmed
that  only  10  to  15  per
cent  of  crops  had  sur-
vived.

The chief minister
expressed  serious  con-
cern  over  the  effect  of
inadequate  and  poorly
distributed  rainfall  on

agriculture,  livestock
and  livelihoods  in  the
district.

He  said  the  situa-
tion demanded immedi-
ate  government  inter-
vention,  particularly  to
protect livestock, a ma-
jor source of income for
the people of the desert
district.

He  directed  the
chief secretary to ensure
that  all  non-functional
reverse  osmosis  (RO)
plants were repaired and
restored  on  a  priority
basis.  The  authorities
were also told to identify
faults in existing water
supply  sources  and

make  them  fully  func-
tional so that local com-
munities  had  uninter-
rupted access  to drink-
ing water.

Mr  Shah  further
asked  the  chief  secre-
tary to assess the feasi-
bility of  laying  a dedi-
cated water supply line
from Naukot to Mithi to
provide  the  people  of
Mithi with a sustainable
and reliable supply. All
technical  and  adminis-
trative  requirements
should be examined ur-
gently, he said, so that a
long-term  solution  to
the  area’s  water  short-
age could be developed.

However,  the  chil-
dren have yet to receive
maintenance,

since the execution
proceedings  are  still
pending.

Polling under way for NA-77, PP-203
by-elections in Punjab

NEWS DESK:Polling is
currently under way  in
two Punjab constituen-
cies — NA-77 and PP-
203  —  where  by-elec-
tions are being held to-
day, DawnNewsTV has
reported.
NA-77 fell vacant follow-
ing  the  death  of  five-
time  MNA  Chaudhry
Mehmood Bashir Virk on
September 11 after a pro-
longed illness. His son,
Rashid Basheer Virk, is
among  the  candidates
contesting  the  by-elec-
tion.

Rashid and 17 other
candidates  have  filed
nomination  papers  to
contest  the  constitu-
ency,  but  opposition
parties,  including  the
PTI, PPP and Jamaat-i-
Islami  (JI),  have  not
opted  for  the  by-elec-
tion.

On  Saturday,  the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) also took
notice of an alleged vio-
lation  of  the  Code  of
Conduct by Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
during by-election cam-
paigning in NA-77.

According  to  the
ECP, the minister visited
the constituency by he-
licopter and addressed a
campaign  event  for
Rashid.

This violates a pro-
vision  in  the  Code  of
Conduct,  which  bars
public office holders, in-
cluding  federal  minis-
ters, from participating in
campaign activities.

The  commission
has sought a report from
the  district  monitoring
officer  and  the  district
returning  officer  to  in-
quire into the matter. It
has  also  directed  the
minister to appear before
the commission in per-
son.

The ECP also said
that the result of the con-
stituency could be with-
held until a final decision
is made on the matter.

Meanwhile, the by-
poll in PP-203 is being
held following the death
of  PML-N  MPA
Chaudhry  Muhammad
Hanif  Jutt.  This  is  the
second time that the by-
election is being held in
the  constituency  after
the  2024  general  elec-
tions.

The  seat  was  ini-

tially  won by  indepen-
dent  candidate  Rai
Murtaza  Iqbal,  backed
by the PTI, with 55,874
votes against Jutt, who
polled 35,163 votes.

However,   Iqbal,
along  with  four  other
PTI-backed  parliamen-
tarians, was disqualified
and  denotified  by  the
ECP following their con-
viction by an anti-terror-
ism court in Faisalabad
on July 31.

Subsequently,  the
ECP  scheduled  a  by-
election  for  Nov  23,
2025, which was won by
Jutt with 46,820 votes.
His  closest rival,  inde-
pendent candidate Falik
Sher,  secured  10,975
votes.

Jutt died of cardiac
arrest on Sept 17, 2026,
necessitating  another

by-election  in  the  con-
stituency.

Around 1,370 poll-
ing personnel, including
574 women and 796 men,
have  been  deputed  at
185 polling stations for
the  by-election  in  PP-
203.

District  Police  Of-
ficer  Usman  Tipu  said
1,100  personnel  had
been deployed to ensure
security  during  the  by-
election.

A total of 185 poll-
ing  stations  have  been
established  in  the  con-
stituency,  including  11
in Category A, 37 in Cat-
egory B and 137 in Cat-
egory C.

A  comprehensive
traffic management plan
has  also  been  devised,
with more than 65 per-
sonnel assigned duties.

of  Pakistan  guarantees
the protection of the re-
ligious and civil rights of
minorities. The govern-
ment remains firmly com-
mitted  to  safeguarding
the  rights,  dignity  and
religious freedoms of all
citizens, irrespective of
religion, faith, colour or

ethnicity. Promoting re-
ligious harmony, mutual
unity and respect is our
shared  responsibility,”
he said.

The premier added:
“A  society  that  em-
braces diverse  cultures
and  traditions  and  up-
holds  the  principles  of
peaceful coexistence is
one  that  ensures  equal
educational  and  eco-
nomic opportunities for
all its citizens.”

He called on the na-
tion to  foster  interfaith
harmony,  strengthen
bonds of  fraternity  and
brotherhood  and  work
together  towards  a  fu-
ture founded on peace,
tolerance  and  mutual
understanding.

’Pakistan  belongs

equally to all its citizens’
In  his  message,

President Zardari  said,
“The  festival  of  lights
celebrates  the  symbol-
ism of triumph of good
over evil, light over dark-
ness and hope over de-
spair.  Its  message  of
compassion and renewal
reminds us that each of
us  can  bring  light  into
the  lives  of  others
through  kindness,  un-
derstanding,  compas-

sion and care.”
He  added  that

Pakistan’s Hindu  com-
munity  is  “an  integral
part of our national life”,
highlighting  its  contri-
butions  to  education,
healthcare,  business,
public  service,  social
welfare, arts and culture.


